
VIP COACHING CENTER PG-TRB ENGLISH -9600736379 
 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                              9994098972 Page 1 
 

 
 

 

 

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP COACHING CENTER PG-TRB ENGLISH -9600736379 
 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                              9994098972 Page 2 
 

THE ORIGIN OF LANGUAGE 

A. Introduction 

 There is a popular saying that it is difficult to pinpoint 

the origin of a river; So is the origin of language. The origin of 

language remains a mystery till today. Only guess work is 

available about the birth of language. However it is good to 

know noteworthy postulations about language from an 

academic point of view. Some of them are as follows: 

B. Bow-Wow Theory 

 This theory traces the connection between the sound and the 

word. A child learns a language first by imitating the sound made 

by an animal or bird. For eg., the child refers to the dog as ‗bow-

wow‘, the cat as ‗mew-mew‘ and a cow as ‗maw-maw‘. Although the 

onomatopoeic or echoic element exists in language, such words 

echoing sense are very few in number. Hence this theory can be 

dismissed as an incomplete and imperfect explanation of the  origin 

of language. 

C. Ding-dong theory 

 This theory is associated with the German scholar Max Muller. 

It traces the origin of language to man‘s innate sense of rhythm. 

According to this theory, language was born of man‘s instinctive 

response to the rhythmic movements in nature. This theory too fails 

to account for the infinite number of words which are not rhythmic 

in character. 

D. Pooh-Pooh theory 

 This theory was propounded by the French philosopher Jean 

Jacques Rousseau in the middle of the eighteenth century. This 

theory asserts that man constructed words out of natural cries 

produced by strong emotions like anger, pain, fear, love, joy, 
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etc..This theory is limited in view and it fails to explain the 

development of the explanatory sounds  into meaningful vocal 

symbols. 

E. Gesture theory 

 This theory is associated with Sir Richard Paget and Prof. 

Alexander Johansson. These scholars believed that primitive man 

first communicated through gestures. Their theory is based on the 

acceptation that gesture preceded speech. Surprisingly in ancient 

art forms of India such as Bharathanatyam and Kathakali, gestures 

and facial expressions are effectively used for communication. 

Further, it has been scientifically proved that the centers in the 

brain controlling hand movements and vocal expression are 

interlinked. Yet this theory is not fully convincing. 

F. Musical theory 

 This theory was propounded by the Danish linguist Otto 

Jesperson. According to this theory language derived from song. It 

should be noted that the ancient Vedas were mainly in verse form. 

However this theory cannot be accepted due to lack of historical 

evidence. 

G. Contact theory 

 This theory is related to Prof. G. Revesz. He proposed that 

language originated from man‘s inborn desire to establish contact 

with his fellowmen. He opined that language must have started with 

noise, and gradually passed through various stages of calls and 

demands and finally evolved into words. 

H. Yo-he-ho theory 

 This theory was propounded by the nineteenth century scholar 

Noire. He suggested that language was born out of the rhythmic 

grunts of men working together. When man is engaged in strenuous 
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physical labour, such as lifting a log of wood, or turning a rock, he 

makes involuntary sounds. Such vocal noises could have developed 

into words. 

 This theory seems significant; still it presupposes co-operative 

activity of man even before language had its origin. In other words, 

this theory puts cart before the horse. 

I. Conclusion 

 Among the seven theories discussed above, none provides a 

comprehensive, all-inclusive and satisfactory explanation of the 

origin of language. The debate about the origin of language still goes 

on. 

Questions 

1. What do you know about the origin of language? 

2. Write short notes on 

(a) Bow Vow theory  

 (b) Ding dong theory    

 (c) Pooh-Pooh theory   

 (d) Yo-he-ho-theory     

 (e) Gesture theory 

GROWTH OF VOCABULARY 

A. Introduction 

B. Root-creation 

C. Extended Meaning 

D. Functional shift 

E. Affixation 
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F. Abbreviation 

G. Syncopation 

H. Telescoping 

I. Metaanalysis 

J. Portmanteau words 

K. Words formed from initials 

L. Back-formation 

M. Corruption  

N. Slang 

O. Words formed from Proper Nouns 

P. Compounding 

Q. Conscious Coinage 

R. Loan words 

S. Freak formations 

T. The impact of journalism 

U. Multiple process 

V. Conclusion
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A. Introduction 

 This chapter is concerned with the growth of vocabulary in 

English language. Of all the languages in the world today, English 

remains the richest language in her vocabulary. The reason for this 

breath-taking collection of words is that the English people widely 

welcome words from other languages. This ready borrowing of 

words has resulted in the enrichment of English. Today English 

enjoys the supreme status of an international language. 

 The principle ways by which English has enriched her 

vocabulary are given below:- 

B. Root Creation 

 A large portion of the English language has no etymology at 

all. Such English words which have no etymology are included in 

Root-creation. One of the principle ways of root-creation is 

Onomatopoeia. Onomatopoeic words are those whose sounds 

convey sense. 

Eg:- bang, buzz, giggle, hiss, etc. 

Onomtopoeia is one of the principal ways of word building. 

C. Extended meaning 

 It is one of the frequently used methods of word building, in 

English. An example of this method is the word manufacture. This  

word literally means to make by hand, but today it is employed with 

the opposite meaning. A manufactured article is quite different from 

a hand-made article.  

 A typical example for the extended meaning of a word is the 

word board. Besides the various meanings of the word ‗board‘, the 

word stands for (i) a plank of wood (ii) a table  (iii) a member of 

people who sit around a table as in a board of directors (iv) a plane 

surface made of wood as a notice board, and (v) the deck of a ship. 
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D. Functional shift 

 Functional Shift or category change is perhaps the most 

outstanding method of expansion of vocabulary. In English the 

same word is used as noun, verb, adjective and many other parts of 

speech.  

Eg:- (1) Nouns used as verbs. 

Tattoo, radio, market. 

       (2) Verbs used as nouns 

     Run, hit, side 

 Another interesting class comprises words which exist as both 

nouns and verbs with a distinct difference in stress. Such words are 

stressed in the first syllable when used as noun; the same word, 

when used as verb receive  stress in the second syllable. 

Eg:-  ‗Noun  Verb 

  ‗Content Con‘tent 

  ‗Object  Ob‘ject 

  ‗Conduct Con‘duct 
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E. Affixation 

 The Vocabulary of a language can be enlarged using Affixation, 

i.e. by attaching prefixes and suffixes, to words. 

Eg:- Prefixes 

 kind   -   unkind 

 honest  -   dishonest 

 patient  - impatient 

Eg:- Suffixes 

 Friend  - Friendship 

 King  - Kingdom 

 Care  - Careless 

 The extent to which words can be multiplied by affixation is 

almost unlimited. 

F. Abbreviation  

 New words have been acquired by abbreviation or shortening 

lengthy words. 

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP  COACHING CENTER-PG TRB ENGLISH DHARMAPURI  -9600736379. 

 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                        9994098972 Page 9 
 

Eg:- Abbreviated word  Full word 

 Photo    Photograph  

 Lab     Laboratory 

 Plane    Aeroplane  

 Exam    Examination 

 Memo    Memorandum 

 Shortening of lengthy  words is a natural and a universal 

method of increasing the vocabulary of a language. 

G. Syncopation 

 In this process, a vowel in the given word is omitted and the 

consonants on either side of the vowel run together. 

Eg:- ‗Perambulator‘ is syncopated to prambulator. 

H. Telescoping 

 In this process, two words are combined into one. 

Eg:-don is the telescoped form of ‗do on‘. 

 atone is the telescoped form of ‗at one‘. 
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I. Meta analysis 

 In this method, the consonant at the end of one word is 

attached to the vowel at the beginning of the next word resulting in 

a new combination. 

Eg:-an umpire from ‗a numpire‘ 

An orange from a ‗norange‘. 

J. Portmanteau words 

 Portmanteau words are word blends. A portmanteau word is 

formed by combining part of one word with part of another word. 

Eg:-Brunch  - breakfast and lunch 

 Smog  -  smoke and fog 

 Motel  -  motor and hotel 

 Electrocute -  electric and execute. 

K. Words formed from initials 

 In this method, initials become more popular than the actual 

words they stand for. 

Eg:- B.A.,   -  Bachelor of Arts 

 M.B.A., -  Master of Business Administration 

 U K  -  United Kingdom 

 NRI  -  Non Resident Indian 

L. Back –formation 

 Back-formation is quite common in the present age. 
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Eg:- Backformation Original word 

 Baby-Sit  Baby-Sitter 

 To audit  Auditor 

 To donate  Donation  

 Greed   Greedy 

M. Corruption 

 By way of corruption, a number of words have become a part 

of English thus adding to its vocabulary. For eg., the Englishmen 

who had been in India picked up the native word ‗cha’ (tea) and 

corrupted it to ‗chas’. The ‗goodbye’ is a gorbled form of ‗God be 

with ye‘. 

N. Slang 

 This is a very potential source of word-building in any living 

language. Slang words have enlarged and enriched English 

language to a great extent. A large number of slang expressions 

have been accepted and absorbed as ‗good’ vocabulary in due 

course. 

 For eg., the expression ‗what on earth’ is quite accepted today 

as good English. But this expression was condemned by De 

Quincey as ‗slang’. Similarly the word ‗row’ which means a 

disturbance or commotion was ‗a very low expression‘ in the 

nineteenth century. Words like ‗boom’ ‗slump’, ‗crank’ and ‗fad’ were 
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slangs earlier. But now they have become popular is the present 

day English. 

O. Words formed from Proper Nouns 

 English has gained many words from the names of persons 

and places. 

Eg:- Sandwich -   from the Earl of Sandwich. 

 Limousine -   from Limousine, a province in France. 

 Teddy bear -   from Theodore Roosevelt. 

P. Compounding 

 This is one of the oldest methods of word-formation. In this 

method, a new word is formed by joining together two or more 

existing words. In this way, we have many words in English. 

Eg:- 

 Goldfish 

 Teen-age 

 Fingerprint 

 Aircrew  
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Q. Conscious coinage 

 When a new invention or discovery is made, there arises a 

necessity of finding new words to designate them. Necessity is the 

mother of invention. When there is a need, there is a deliberate 

coinage of new words. Words like computer, xeroxare examples for 

conscious coinage. 

R. Loan words  

 Down the ages English has shown a tremendous capacity to 

increase its word-hoard through borrowings from foreign languages. 

In fact, it has borrowed from practically every language under the 

seen. 

Eg:- Word   Language 

 Lilac, pyjama  Persia 

 Alcohol  Arabic  

 Loot, thug  India 

 Bamboo  Malaya 

 Tomato  Mexico 

 Besides a flood of words from Greek, Latin and French have 

entered English language. 

S. Freak formations 

 A majority of freak formations supply the need of the given 

occasion and are forgotten later. Some freak formations that have 

become a part of English vocabulary are given below: 

 Teetotal 

 Tandem 
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 The former originated from ‗t-total‘ the result of total abstainer; 

the    latter is a temporal adverb in Latin and  meant ‗at length‘. 

T. The impact of journalism 

 Newspapers and popular magazines, besides popularizing new 

words are fertile producers of new words. In their effort to be 

interesting and racy, the reporters adopt an informal and colloquial 

style in their writing. Many of their colloquialisms have  found their 

way into writing in course of time. In this way, we have pacifist, 

socialize, to boost, oust, to comb, and go-between. 

U. Multiple Processes 

 In the previous sections, we have discussed word-formation 

process in isolation. However, it is possible to trace the operation of 

more than one process at work in the creation of a particular word. 

For eg., the verb to snowball in His problems have been snowballed 

we have ‗snow’ and ‗ball’ being combined to form the noun 

‗snowball’, which has then undergone ‗conversion’ to be used as a 

verb. Similarly forms which begin as ‗acronyms’ can also undergo 

other processes, as in the use of ‗lose’, as a verb, the result of ‗back 

formation‘ from ‗loses’. 

V. Conclusion 

 The process of word-building discussed above are not the only 

ones by which language expands its vocabulary. No living language 

is static; new words are being constantly added. For instance, since 

the outbreak of World War II, a large number of words have come 

into English. They include automation, bottleneck, coldwar, the iron 

curtain, radar, welfare state and several others. There is also a 

growing practice of prefixing mini ordinary font miniature to an 

already existent noun to signify a small version, of the thing or 

article in question. Eg.minibus, minicab, minikirt, minimealsetc. 
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A. Introduction (CHANG OF MEANING) 

 In this lesson, we are  concerned with the way in which words 

gradually change their meanings. Etymology is the study of the 

history of words. It throws light on the rise and fall in the meaning 

of words. 

 Language has life. As ages pass living languages undergo 

change like any other living being. The change of meaning in words 

is a universal feature of human languages. The branch of linguistics 

that studies the meaning of words is called ‗semantics’ or 

‗semasiology’. 

 Word meanings change in various ways. Some of the semantic 

changes are discussed as follows: 

B. Generalization 

 ‗Generalization’ refers to a process in which a word acquires a 

wider meaning. For example, let us take the word, virtue. Originally 

virtue meant manliness. Now the word has a wider and more 

general meaning. It describes certain good qualities not only in men 

but also women. Similarly, the word bird referred to a specific type 

of bird long ago. Now bird has become a general term for all animals 

which are capable of flying. 

C. Specialization 

 ‗Specialization‘ denotes ‗narrowing of meaning‘. For example 

the word ‗meat‘ refers only to a particular kind of food now but 

earlier it referred to food in general. Similarly, ‗deer‘ refers only to a 

particular animal now but earlier, it meant animals in general. 
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Generalization and Specialization in a nutshell 

 Examples    

 Generalization  Original meaning 

 Governor   steersman  

 Butcher   slaughterer of goats 

 Box    container made of boxwood 

 Pipe    a musical instrument. 

Specialization  

Wife    any woman  

Girl    young boy or young girl 

Liquor    any liquid 

Undertaker   anyone undertaking a job 

D. Elevation 

 ‗Elevation‘ is also called ‗Amelioration‘. It refers to the process 

in which words acquire a better meaning or positive meaning. For 

example, the word nice originally meant foolish or stupid, but now it 

has a better meaning compared to the original meaning. Likewise 

the words ‗lord’ and ‗lady’ meant ‗bread keeper‘ and ‗bread kneader 

respectively. Now ‗lord’ and ‗lady’ have an elevated status. 

E. Degradation 

 Degradation is opposite to Elevation. Degradation is also called 

‗Peroration’. It refers to the process in which words have acquired a 

negative meaning. The words ‗villain’ and ‗silly’ are good examples 
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of degradation. ‗Villain’  originally meant a farmhand and ‗silly’ 

meant happy. But now both these words have a degraded meaning. 

Elevation and Degradation in a nutshell. 

 Example    

 Elevation  Original meaning 

 Nice   foolish 

 Steward  keeper of pigs 

 Town   village 

    Degradation 

 Knave   a youth 

 Crafty   skillful 

 Notorious  popular 

F. Extension of meaning 

 This category includes the process of Euphemism, Association 

of ideas, Metaphorical meaning, Denotation, Connotation and 

Collocation. 

F1. Euphemism 

 In ‗Euphemism’, words are used in a roundabout, polished 

manner in order to avoid harshness and direct reference. For 

example, the word ‗toilet’ is called ‗rest room‘ or ‗comfort station‘ in a 

polished manner. Similarly, ‗old people‘ are referred to as ‗senior 

citizens‘.   
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Euphemism in a Nutshell 

 Common words  Euphemistic use 

 To die    to pass away  

 Leprosy   Hanson‘s disease 

 Tooth-puller   exodontists 

 Blind    visually handicapped 

F2. Association of Ideas 

 Semantic changes can occur due to the association of ideas. 

For example, ‗bead’ meant ‗prayer’. But its association with the 

rosary used by the Catholics while praying, shifted the meaning of 

‗bead’ from prayer to the round object with which they prayed. 

Similarly, the word ‗paper’ comes from ‗papyrus’. ‗Papyrus’ was a 

kind of plant. Though paper is made from various materials like 

rags, woodpulp and straw, the association with papyrus is still 

retained. 

Association of Ideas in a Nutshell 

 Words   Association  

 Pen   Penna 

 Bridal   bride-ale 

 Kite (toy)  kite (bird) 

F3. Metaphor 

 Metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word gets extended 

meaning. The word ‗foot’ for instance, means, ‗the lowest extremity 

of ananimal’, It is also used metaphorically. Eg:- the foot of the hill, 

foot of the tree, etc. Common words like bright, sharp, keen can be 

used metaphorically. Eg: He is a ‗bright’ boy. She has a ‗sharp’ cut.  

Names of animals are also used with metaphorical meaning. A 
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cunning person is described as a fox, a brave one as a lion and a 

timid one as a chicken. 

F4. Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation is the actual meaning of a word. Eg: The word 

‗head’, denotes a biological organ. But the same word ‗head’ may be 

used with connotative meanings as in ‗the head of a government‘ 

‗the head of a department‘, ‗the head of a family‘, ‗the head of a pin‘, 

‗a river‘s head’, etc., The connotative meaning of a word can be 

understood only in a given context. A dictionary cannot list all the 

connotative meaning of a particular word. 

F5. Collocation 

 Collocation refers to a group of words that tend to go together 

as a result of long usage. 

Eg:- By no means 

 So as to 

 Heavy drinker   

 Chain smoker 

 Light tea 

 Some collocations lend charm and freshness to ordinary 

prosaic expressions. 

Eg:- Darkness Visible (Milton) 

 The green sun, pure pain, metallic abdomen (Margaret Atwood) 

 In the above egs., the generally accepted association of words 

have been violated in order to bring a striking effect on meaning. 
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G. Conclusion 

 It is impossible to draw a hard and fast division between the 

various methods of semantic change. The fundamental thing that 

should be remembered is that the meaning of a word is ‗unstable‘. 

Questions 

Essay 

1) Describe the various ways in which the meaning of word 

change 

Short notes 

1) Write short notes on 

(a) Generalization and Specialization 

(b) Elevation and Degradation 

(c) Metaphor 

(d) Denotation and connotation 

AMERICAN ENGLISH 

A. Introduction 

B. Characteristics of American English 

B1. Homogeneity 

B2. Archaic feature 

B3. Rich vocabulary 

B4. Absence of Social and Class Barriers 

C. Differences between American and British English 

C1. Phonological level 
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C2. Morphological level 

C3. Lexical level 

C4. Syntactic level 

C5. Stress pattern 

C6. Intonation pattern 

C7. Spelling 

C8. Pronunciation 

C9. Vocabulary 

D. Contribution of American English 

E. Conclusion 

A. Introduction 

English was originally the tongue of the Germanic tribes of the 

British Isles. Today it enjoys the status of an international language 

.Its influence is felt in all the continents. The spread of English was 

effected by many factors. Some of them include colonization, 

immigration to America and growth of population. 

Outside England, English is currently used as the first 

language in countries such as the USA, Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand. Among the many varieties of English spoken outside 

England, the American English is the most prominent. American 

English differs from British English in its choice of vocabulary, 

structure, stress and intonation 
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B. Characteristics of American English 

B1. HOMOGENEITY 

H.L. Menken in his essay, ―The Hallmarks of Americans‖ 

mentions uniformity as the chief characteristic of American English.  

He says that no other country can show such linguistic solidarity; 

even in the United Kingdom, there are wide divergences. In short, the 

Americans do not have marked dialectal variations and they have a 

kind of homogeneity in languages. 

B2. ARCHAIC FEATURE 

The second important quality of American English is archaism. 

American English has presented the old features of English, which 

have become out of use in British English. The Americans pronounce 

‗r‘ in all positions  and the flat ‗a‘ /  / in words such as ‗fast‘ ‗pass‘ 

‗path‘ etc. stand as proof for archaic use. The Americans still 

pronounce ‗either‘ and ‗neither‘ with the vowel /i/ whereas in British 

English, it is pronounced as /ai/. The Americans still use ‗gotten‘ as 

the past participle of ‗get‘. They use ‗mad‘ in the sense of ‗angry‘ as 

Shakesphere and his contemporaries did. The 17th century use of the 

word ‗fall‘ for autumn season is out of use in England but still in 

vogue in America. 

B3. RICH VOCABULARY 

American English shows great flexibility, inventiveness, 

resourcefulness and adaptability. The Americans have coined new 

words and also borrowed infinite number of words from Spanish, 

Dutch, French and German Languages. In American English verbs 

are formed by the simple process of prefixing the preposition. Eg- 

‗To style‘ ‗to author‘ and ‗to engineer‘ 
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B4. ABSENCE OF SOCIAL AND CLASS BARRIERS 

Unlike British English, class distinction, have not played any 

large role in the speech habits of the Americans. This is because 

social or class distinctions have never been very sharp in America. 

C.DIFFERENCES BETWEEN AMERICAN AND BRITISH ENGLISH 

C1. PHONOLOGICAL LEVEL  

Many English words having/a:/ in the middle parts of 

word is pronounced as /   / in American English. 

Eg:- 

Word  British English     American English 

Class /Kla: s/           /kl  s/ 

Pass  /pa: s/   /p  s/ 

Fast  /fa: st/   /f  st/ 

Past  /past/   /prst/ 

Last  / last/   /l  st/ 

C2. MORPHOLOGICAL LEVEL 

The Americans use ‘dove’ as the past tease of ‘dive’ But in 

British English, the past tense of ‘dive’ is dived. 

C3. LEXICAL LEVEL 

‘Petrol’ in British English is called ‘gas’ in American 

English. Autumn British English is called ‘fall’ in American 

English. Some more examples include, 

 British   American 

 Tax   rate 

 Luggage  baggage 

 Sweet   candy 

 Tap   faucet 
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C4. SYNTACTIC LEVEL 

In British English, the use of the verb ‘do‘ is confined to habitual 

action. In American English, it is used in a general sense. For 

example, the sentence ‘I don‘t have any money’ means in British 

English, I generally don’t have money; in American English, it refers 

to the present situation only. Similarly British English uses ‘different 

from‘ but American English uses ‘different than’ 

C5. STRESS PATTERN 

Americans tend to use a secondary stress in polysyllabic words 

while Britishers do not. In words like, ‘secretary‘ and ‘dictionary‘ a 

secondary stress can be heard in the penultimate (last but one) 

syllable in American pronunciation. 

C6. INTONATION PATTERN 

British English and American English have different intonation 

patterns. 

Eg:- Are you well? 

Eg:- Are you well? 

British 
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C7. SPELLING 

American English differs from British English in the spelling 

pattern of a few words:- 

British     American 

-our (colour, honour) - or (color, honor) 

-re (centre, theatre)  - or (center, theater) 

-ce(defence, offence) - se (defense, offense) 

-dge(judgement)  - dg(judgement) 

-ll(traveller, tranquillity) - (traveler, tranquility) 

mosque    - mask 

gipsy    - gypsy 

programme   - program 

storey    - story. 

C8. PRONUNCIATION 

 The Typical American speech is marked by a ‘drawl’ and a 

‘nasal twang’. The Americans pronounce ‘r’ in all positions, unlike 

the Britishers. Similarly the rounded vowel /   /as in ‗hot‘ ‗pot‘ and 

‗rot‘ is pronounced as /a:/ in American English. Compared to 

British English, American English is weaker in stress –both word 

stress and sentence stress. 

C9. VOCABULARY 

The vocabulary of American English is growing fast as a result 

of various contacts in modern circumstances. Many American 

English words differ in meaning and connotation from the British 

English. Given below is a list.  

SHOPPING 

British English American English 

Print   calico 

Bootlace  shoe-string 
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Vest   undershirt 

EATING 

Sweets   dessert 

Biscuit   cracker 

Porridge  oatmeal 

TRANSPORT 

Terminus  Depot 

Time table  Schedule 

Stoker    Fireman 

Carriage  cargo 

Railway  Railroad 

Goods   Freight 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 To post   to mail 

 Lorry   druggist  

 Flat   apartment 

 Dressing gown bath robe 

 Many words and phrases which are identical in the two 

varieties of English mean two different things in England and 

America. 

 

WORD  BRITISH ENGLISH  AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Clerk  office worker   shop assistant 

Calico  plain cotton   printed cotton 

Bill  statement of accounts  bank note 
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Sleeper  railroad   Sleeper car 

 

Indo European is the original ancestor of all languages of 

Europe and Western Asia .the common ancestor of all these 

language the name Indo-European or  Indo Germanic has been 

given. This language has been spoken during the period from 

3500 BC – 3000 BC Indo European had become differentiated 

into 8 dialects each dialect gradually developing in to a language 

later differentiate into a set of dialets. 

    Indo European 

  Eastern Group         Western Group 

Original ―K‖ sound is shifted  The corresponding word in  

to palatal ―Sh‖ sound known as  Latin is ―centum‖ ‗c‘ has it ‗k‘ 

sound it is called centum group 

―Satem‖ Group ‗Satem‘ is the old ―Indo-―Iranian word for the Indo 

European  ‗Km tom‖ 

―Satimlang‖ includeB‘alto Slavic  Indo Iranian, Armenian and 

Albanian 

Eastern Group    Western group 

 Satem Group     Centum Group 

Balto Slavic, Indo Iranian  Greek, (or Hellenic) Latin (or Italic) 

Armenian and Albanian Celtic and Teutonic or Germanic 

  4      4 

  In the 19th the discovery of Sanskrit was one of the languages of 

the Indo- European family. 

 Indian – Persian    Hindi  
 Indo Iranian  Indic   - Sanskrit and Prakrit   -   Bengali 
 Romani Baltic Slavic - Bulgarian 
  Serbian 
  Czech 
  Russian 
  Polish 
  Armenian 
  Albanian 
  Greek  -   Classical Greek  -  Modern Greek 
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  Latin - French 
    Italian 
    Spanish 
    Portuguese 
    Rumanian 
  Celtic 
  Germanic   -       East Germanic - Gothi 

     North Germanic - Swedish 
(Scandinavian)  Danish and 
Norwegian    Iceleandinc 
West Germanic - Old High    -     
Modern  

    German High     
German 
Old Low     -    Dutch 
and   

German Flemish 
Anglo        -   
Old Middle and  
Frisian            
Modern English        

 
 Characteristics of old and middle English 

Old English or Anglo Saxon covers the period from the earliest 

written documents about the end of the (7th to the beginning of 

the 12th) 

1. Old English is remarkable for the vocabulary – pure, unmixed 

language with very little foreign element in it only for a few Latin 

words and some old Norse (or) Scandinavian words borrowed in to 

the language. The old Norse (or) Scandinavian words so closely 

related to the native Anglo – Saxon 

2. Old English had a full inflexional system four case endings for the 

nouns and adjective and much fuller verbal endings. Modern 

forms of the noun ‗Stone‘ (Stone, Stones Stone‘s, Stones‘) there 

were in Old English the inflectional endings for the four cases in 

the singular and the plural       

 S   P 
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Nominative        sta : n  sta : nas 

Accusative  sta : n  sta : nas 

 Genitive  sta :nes  sta : na 

Dative  sta : ne  sta : num 

on the basis of full of inflectional system prevailing in the old 

English period it is labeled as ―the period of full of inflections‖ 

    Modern English 

Old English is different from modern English modern English is 

strictly not phonetic  

Old English  Phonetic in spelling 

      word order was not fixed 

 

Modern English need to fix word order 

    

    Growth of vocabulary 

John kersley‘s ―A General English dictionary (1708) is the 1st 

dictionary. Perfect dictionary is Dr. Johnson‘s dictionary of the 

English Language (1755) records 4800 words. Today more that 4 

lakh words. The language has grown enormously in terms of 

words. This is known as the growth of vocabulary. 

    Growth of lang 

 Quantity (Vocabulary)   Quality (Semanties) 

 Word borrowing     Word - Making  

 Acording to Encyclopaedia Britannia an educated Person makes 

use of 25000 words and ordinary man 4 to 5000 words. But basic 

English 850 words are enough for to communicate their ideas in 

the one another. 

Portmanteau words 

Carlyle coined gigmanity (gig + enumanity)  

Lewis Carroll coined galumph (gallop + triumph)    

Tragic – comedy (tragedy + comedy) 

Melodrama          (melody + drama) 

Electrocute       (electric + execute) 

Radiogram           (radio + gramophone) 
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Lunch       (lump + lunch) 

 

Change of meaning 

Causes for changes of meaning 

1. Semantic tendencies 

Generalize the senses of words. Boy in middle English meant ‗a 

rough unruly ‗person‘  ‗very‘ was an adverb meaning ‗truly‘ 

traditional rendering of the phase ‗very God‘ means ‗true God‘. 

  Pipe originally meant a simple musical instrument 

 

2. Generalization 

Takes place not only in nouns but also in verbs. 

3. Polysemy 

The opposite process, specialization or restriction of meaning 

taking place of in many words 

4.  Association of Ideas 

Polysemy or multiplication of meanings. 

 

Degeneration 

 Degeneration of meaning is observed in a large number of English 

words. The adjective ‗Crafty‘ and cunningwere both attributives of 

praise in Earlier English. 

Polarisation or coloring is a semantic change by which words in 

course of time acquire an emotional significance. 

Euphemism or the figure of speech by which unpleasant things 

referred to by a less offensive term has given rise to changes of 

many English words. 

Popular misunderstanding 

The changes of meaning have been brought about by popular 

misundustanding. 

    Spelling Reform 
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There are 23 consonant sound 

18 vowel sounds of the spoken language. 

The letters vary from word to word in phonetic value. This can be 

seen (E.g) The spelling ‗ea‘ in great, heat, heart, feather, earth, 

delineate, fear. similarly one can make out the spelling from the 

words be, been, lean, quay, yield all contain the same vowel 

sound (i:)In English each of the sounds of speech is represented 

by a variety of spellings. Every letter of alphabet used to indicate 

more than one sound. The  letters which has no phonetic value 

silent ‗c‘ in scent silent ‗k‘ in knife silent ‗l‘ in palm silent ‗t‘ in 

listen silent ‗r‘ in card single sound is usually indicated by a 

combination of letters like sh for ⎤∫⎤  simple letter like (j) used to 

represent the combination of sounds (d + z) (x) stands for 3  

different pairs of sounds in the words examine, exercise, luxury. 

In the spelling is going to be reformed and made to confirm to the 

pronunciation of English at present it can not long remain 

Phonetic. In the course of next 200 years many of the sounds now 

occurring in English words may become changed. If it were to be 

reformed from age to age like this all continuity with out past 

literature will be lost 

 

Monosyllabic words 

 Pronunciation of many common monosyllabic words varies 

according as they are stressed or not Words like am, him, he, his, 

the, are, was can, shall all have one pronunciation for the 

stressed form and another for the unstressed. If spelling were to 

be strictly phonetic, we would have to publish two lists of 

standard spellings for words – one stressed other for unstressed 

positions. 

people cannot read rapidly even it they employed a more phonetic 

spelling. 
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   American English 

 Bernard Shaw spoke of Great Britain and the U.S.A  I great 

countries separated by the language.  

Many words which they regard as having originated on English 

soil are in reality of American birth            (belittle, lengthy, 

relented, influential, engineer, co education, retirement, scientist 

etc) 

Many old usages of English characteristic of 17th have survived in 

standard American. 

Difference between shades of meaning in the common stock and 

share of English vocabulary and difference between American 

English and British English in rhythm and intonation. 

 

Use of American expressions 

 Films are responsible for introducing into English these American 

expressions.  

Newspaper and commercial works have began to employ the word 

―executive‖ as a noun under American influence. American 

influence helped to revitalize and revigorate British English 

through the use of vivid metaphor. 

 

Different between American English and British English 

Old senses of words, old words and phrases and old 

pronunciations which have disappeared from British English are 

retained in A.E 

1. A. vocabulary is in the main the same as English  

2. When it differs from English it can be understood with a little 

effort. 

3. Specially American objects and ideas are becoming more and 

more familiar to the English day-by-day. 

From 1800 – 1925 the British English and American English 

showed the greatest divergence and that after 1925 factors like 

radio and the interchange of films, novels, journals and plays 

have worked together to make the divergences narrower. Films 
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and News Paper  helped to bring the latest a slang to England. In 

1942 the U.S. war department had published ―A short guide to 

great Britain‘ including a list of American and British variants of 

particular expressions. ―A Dictionary of modern American usage 

and the Anglo- American Interpreter have also helped British 

English and American English to be easily understood by 

speakers of either tongue.          

 

 History of the Language and Linguistics 

Origin of Language 

    About 200 languages in the world formation of new languages  

many sources          Indo – European and 

Dravidian  

Formerly known as Indo Germanic 

Earlier Aryan          

Old English dictionary is about 20.000 words In 2000 BC8 

recognised languages 

Eastern   Western 

Indo Iranian  Hellenic 

Armenian  Italic 

Albanian  Primitive Germanic 

Balto-Slavic  Celtic 

First sound shifting – The great consonant shift (or) Grimm‘s law 

 

Period   English 

AD 1000 to 1100 Old English (Anglo-Saxon) – a period full of 

inflexions 

AD 1100 to 1500        Middle English  - a period leveled of 

inflexions 

Ad 1500 to present        Modern English  - a period lost of 

inflexions 

Dialects of old English              Northumbrian, Mercian, West 

Saxon and Kentish 
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Characteristic of old English    Spelling and pronunciation, 

phonetic symbols 

Sound changes in old English   Mutation and gradation 

Old English – like modern German – a synthetic language 

(change in the formof a word esp at the ending) 

Inflexion – nouns, adjective, definite article, personal pronoun and 

verb 

 Middle English 

 Norman conquest  -  1066 AD 

Dialects of middle English – Northern, East Midland, West Midland 

and southern 

Characteristics of middle English – grammatical 

 Changies, changes in pronunciation and spelling in 1150 – 

significant landmark in the history of English language. 

French influence was dominant in middle English  

―Over 10,000 French words adopted into middle English  -A.C. 

Baugh 

1. Early Anglo Saxon period – English was pure and unmixed   

2. Earliest inhabitants of Britain – celts.  

3. Most important foreign contributions to English were Latin, 

French, Scandinavian. 

 4. Modern English – analytic language                                                           

 5. Old English  roughly phonetic in spelling  

6. Treaty of Versailles – 1919 . French langage gave place to English 

Language of world diplomacy in 1919.  

Basic English designated by – C.K. Ogden 

English          - Unphonetic language 

44           - Sounds 

12           - Voiced pure vowels 

 8           - Dipthongs/ Vowel glide 

Semantic change         - Universal feature of human languages 

Polysemy          - Multiple meaning 

   Linguistics – Scientific study of language 

Language - Most valuable single possession of human race. 
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Phoneme - A minimum significant contrastive speech sound in any 

language 

Phonology - Deals with the phonems and other characteristics of 

speech in a language 

Morpheme - Smallest meaningful elements/minimal unit of 

meaning 

Morphs  - Used to realize morphemes 

Morphology -  Study of the internal structural words 

Allomorphy - Relationship between morphs and morphemes. 

Semantics - Study of meanings  

Polysemy - Multiplication of meanings 

Idiolect  - Refers to the feature of language 

(idio means individual peculiar to an individual lect - variety)  (SD 

means synchronic dialectology) 

Colouring or polarization – words acquiring emotional significance. 

Dialectology - Study of dialects 

Euphemism - Figure of speech that mitigates that disparaging 

sense involved 

Register - Variations governed by the given context or the 

situation. 

Horace  - Latin lyric poet 

Author of satires, odes, epistles and Arspoetica 

Aristotle  - Greek Philosopher 

(384 – 322 BC) disciple of Plato (366 – 347 BC) 

   rutor of Alexander the great  

   author of poetics – it discusses Greek tragic drama 

Ovid (43BC – to AD18)  - Latin Poet and author of 

metamorphoses (hexameter) –  

     greatest work 

Boccaccio (1313 - 75)  - Italian poet and novelist 

contemporary of Chaucer chief  

     work – Decameran 

Metaphrase   - Word by word translation of the original 

Imitation   - Loose rendering of the original 
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Homer    - Greek poet lived before 700 BC 

Masterpieces   - Illiad and odyssey (Illiad – 24 books) 

Trojan war (10 years) - Between Greeks and Trojans 

Ulysses     - Greek warrior – king of Ithaca 

Virgil    - Roman poet 

(70 BC – 19 BC)  Aenied (12 books) 

      National epic and masterpiece 

Achilles    - Greek warrior, hero of the Illiad. 

Longinus (213 – 273 BC) - Greek rhetorian and philosophy    

Demosthenes (384 – 322 BC) - Greek Orator 

Cicero (106-43 BC)  - Roman orator and master of Latin prose 

    

       Phonetics 

Phonetics – Science of sounds. There are 44 symbols for the 44 

sounds English is not a phonetic language. The letters do not 

always correspond to the sounds.  

There are 26 letters of the alphabet for reading and writing and 44 

sounds for listening and speaking. 

English speech sounds (44) 

 

 Vowels (20)   Consonants (24) 

 

Pure vowels (12) Dipthongs(8) – Combination  

   of two vowel sounds. It is also 

   called Vowel-glide. 

Consonants 

1. Plosives (6) 

(p)  (b)  (k)  (g)  (t)   (d) 

 

      Plosives 

 

Voiced      Voiceless 

(b) (d) (g)     (p) (t) (k) 
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 (sounds produced with vibration) (Sounds that do not 

produce vibration) 

2. Fricatives (9) 

Voiced (4)    Voiceless (s) 

⎤V⎤⎤ ð⎤⎤ Z⎤⎤Ӡ⎤   ⎤ f⎤⎤  ⎤ ⎤ s⎤ ⎤Ӡ⎤ ⎤Ӡ⎤ 

verb breath   prize     measure  laugh     north   price     

wash    high 

 

3. Affricatives (2) 

 

Voiced (1)   Voiceless (1) 

   (tӠ)         (d3) 

Cheap, branch   major, orange 

4. Nasals (3) All are voiced 

     (m)    (n)         (ŋ) 

meal,   know,      ring   

(ŋ) – does not occur in the beginning of words. 

        5.   Lateral (1) (ℓ) (voiced) 

life, village, bell 

the letter (ℓ ℓ) is doubled, the sound is only one 

6.  semi – vowels or Approximants (3) 

(j) - yellow, young, beauty, duty, new few 

(r) - rat, writ, correct, surround 

(w) - we, well, wall, wheel, queen, quick 

(j) and (w) – do not occur in end position in words. 

(r) is sounded only when it is followed by a word beginning 

with a vowel sound 

(r) is not sounded when it is followed by a word beginning with 

a consonant  

I like my teacher – r – silent 

My teacher is friendly (r) – sounded 

My teacher speaks softly (r) silent 
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Teacher, nature, future, picture, fracture the last letter ‗e‘ has no 

sound. So the final sound is (r). If these are followed by a vowel the 

(r) is pronounced otherwise (r) is silent. 

 

Pure vowels - 12 – All are 20 vowels are voiced 

1. (^) - cup, fun, some 

2. (a:) - aim, ask, calm, car 

3. il - ill, ink, big, fin 

4. (i:) - tree, Key, ue, speed 

5. (u) - cook, look, pull, push 

6. (u:) - blue, prove, rude, fool 

7. (e) - jet, spell, went 

8. (æ) - apple, camp, cattle, angle 

9. (æ:) - girl, earn verb, bird 

10. ( ) - about, ago, alogg, await 

 

shortest vowel is English also called murmur vowel 

This sound is silent in the end position in words like 

 Letter - (le t  ) 

 Better - (be t  ) 

 Teacher – (t i : t Ӡ   ) 

 Winner - (w l n    ) 

lietune 

picture, future, vendor, leather, settler 

11. (O) -      on,         oracle,      origin,         lock 

- (n)       (r  kl)       (rld3ln)   ⎤lDk⎤ 

12. (Ӡ:)   all , oracle Walk , Court ,   board 

        (Ӡ : l) (wӠ : k) (k Ӡ : t) (b Ӡ : d) 

 

longest vowel in English 

Dipthons (8) 

  I          II   III 

1. ending with      ending with        ending with 

    ( )  ⎤ i⎤  (Ӡ) 
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(l  ) ear, piar year    (ei)  eight nail          ( Ӡ) outs coal, go 

(e  ) air, hare      ( i) eye, high          ( Ӡ) owl count 

found 

(Ӡ ) poor, cure     (Ӡi)  oil, coin joy, hoist        

   

      Linguistics 

Major levels of language –  

Phonological, Syntactic and Semantic Arrangement of sentence is 

syntactic nature of language. Ferdinand de Saussure, Noam 

Chomsky, Saussure‘s theories relating to tongue and parole 

provides solutions to many languages related problems. 

Chomsky‘s syntactic structures concentrates on the semantic, 

syntactic and phonological aspects. Noam Chomsky is a linguist 

who inaugurated a revolution in linguistics with the publication of 

syntactic structures. Two varieties of concept pertaining to tongue 

– synchrony and diachrony .Synchrony – study of anything at a 

particular time or period Diachrony – study of subject over a 

period of time or historically across the past. 

      Language 

Grimm’s Law    

The sound changes involved in the first sound shifting was 

discovered by a Danish scholar – Erasmus Rask. 

It was first formulated by a German scholar Jacob Grimm (1785 - 

1863). The law formulated by him was known as Grimm‘s Law – 

He found certain correspondences between some consonant 

sounds occurring in the words of the classical languages like 

Sanskrit, Latin and Greek and Teutonic languages like English 

and Gothic He stated there is regular shifting of certain series of 

Indo – Germanic consonantal sounds in Teutonic sound shifting of 

the Indo – Germanic voiceless stop consonants p, t, k and kw 

a)  Indo – European voiced aspiranted stop sound bh, dh, gh 

become shifted in Teutonic to the corresponding voiced sounds b, 

d, g 
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b) The Indo – European voiced stop sounds b, d, g are shifted in 

Teutonic to the corresponding voiceless sounds p,t, k 

c) Indo – European voiceless stop sounds p, t, k, kw become 

shifted  in Teutonic to the corresponding voiceless open sounds f, 

th, h, hw. 

karlverner‘s law 

He formulated a law in 1875 explaining the exceptions that existed 

in Grimm‘s law mutation  

 It means change In old English mutation was a process of sound 

change by means of certain words from other Germanic languages 

were simplified and incorporated its vocabulary. This process 

encompassed ‗i‖, ―u‖ mutations 

Syncopation: 

A method by which a vowel sound is elided and consonants on 

either side of the word run together. The syllable is lost in the 

malee 

Example:- ones – once  woren – worn 

Telescoping  leads to jamming of words 

 do on – done  do of – doff 

 do out – doubt 

Metanalysis – Greek term means reanalysis 

Example:- A nedder – an adder 

  anepron – an apron 

Portmanteau words 

Combination of two words with ideas behind both the original terms 

Example:- Melodrama (melody + drama) 

The great vowel shift 

Consonant sounds also underwent considerable changes. Along 

with this long vowel changes had taken place between the times of 

Shakespeare and Chaucer.  

Dr. Johnson‘s Dictionary published – 1755 

Popular grammar came out       -   1762 

‗by Robert Lowth 
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Hyponymy – One word include the meaning of another word (eg) 

Mango – fruit 

Synonymy – Phenomenon of more than one form having the same 

meaning (eg) prison, jail 

Antonymy – Oppositeness in meaning (Eg) large – small,  buy – sell 

Homonymy – Words sounding alike but having different meanings  

(Eg)  bank   side of a river financial institution 

 

Homography– Words spelt alike but pronounced differently (Eg) 

lead (v)  lead (N) 

Pragmatics – Recovers on the notion of simplicity and elegance of a 

concept which is supposed to be related to truth. 

Discourse – refers to the pieces of language greater than the 

sentence – both spoken and written. Language varies according to 

tenor (formal and informal) , mode (medium of transmission) and 

domain (area of activity for language) 

 

19th century Romantic and Victorian age 

1. Wordsworth  - 1770 – 1850 

2. Coleridge  - 1772 – 1834 

3. Shelley   - 1792 – 1822 

4. Keats   - 1795 – 1821 

5. Tennyson  - 1809 – 1892 

6. Browning  - 1812 – 1889 

7. Arnold  - 1822 – 1888 

8. D.G. Rossetti  - 1828 – 1882 

9. Hopkins  - 1844 – 1889 

10. Byron   - 1812 – 1889 

11. Christina Rossetti - 1830 – 1894 

12. William Morris - 1834 – 1896 

13. Oscar Wilde - 1854 – 1900 

14. Charles Lamb - 1775 – 1834 

15. Hazlitt  - 1778 – 1830 

16. Newman  - 1801 – 1890 
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17. Thomas Carlyle - 1795 – 1881 

18. Ruskin Bond - 1819 – 1900 

19. Walter Scott - 1771 – 1832 

20. Jane Austen - 1775 – 1817 

21. Charles Dickens- 1812 – 1870 

22. Charlotte Bronte- 1816 – 1855 

23. George Eliot - 1819 – 1880 

24. Joseph Conrad - 1859 – 1924 

25. Thomas Hardy - 1840 – 1928    

Concepts in Linguistics: 

 Beginning of Linguistics was initiated by the Geneva School of 

Linguistics also Known as Sassurean Linguistics. 

 Other Schools to follow were the Prague School. The Copenhagen 

School the Bloomfieldian& Post –Bloomfieldian structuralism & 

the T.G. Grammar of Chomsky. 

 

 Though out the (20th Professional linguists considered the 

Sentence to be the Maximum Unit of their study  

Two aspects: 

 1. Phonetics or the way the sentence is Pronounced with its 

Phonological implications 

 2. Grammar or the way the sentence is grammatically constituted  

 

 Parole – resultant of a constant dialectical interaction with 

langue parole refers to individual speechlangto the collective.  

Leonard Bloomfield came out with the Publication of ‗Language‘ 

which saw the birth of the structural school in America. The 

Structuralists  insisted on the importance of the different 

patterns of structure. 

 

 IC analysis is a device to divide the elements of a sentence into 

its different parts. They talked about the phoneme, grapheme, 

morpheme. Tagmeme&sememe to indicate the different levels of 

language analysis. 
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 The Post – Bloomfieldian scenario saw the emergence of Noam 

Chomsky whose syntactic structures & Aspects of the Theory of 

Syntax stirred the entire world. Chomsky retrieved the distinction 

between langue & parole in the form of conopetence& 

performance. Chomsky is described as a creator in the sense of 

achieving a reorganization of earlier Ideas. In the place of langue 

he introduced the notion of universal grammar – the main plank of 

linguistics. 

Indian English 

Indian English is any of the forms of English characteristic of 
the Indian subcontinent. English has slowly become one of the 
lingua francas of the Indian subcontinent (including Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka), and is the language of their cultural 
and political elites, offering significant economic, political, and 
social advantage to fluent speakers.  

Though English is one of the two official languages of the 
Union Government of India, only a few hundred thousand Indians 
have English as their first language. According to the 2005 India 
Human Development Survey, of the 41,554 surveyed households 
reported that 72 percent of men (29,918) did not speak any English, 
28 percent (11,635) spoke at least some English, and 5 percent 
(2,077, roughly 17.9% of those who spoke at least some English) 
spoke fluent English. Among women, the corresponding 
percentages were 83 percent (34,489) speaking no English, 17 
percent (7,064) speaking at least some English, and 3 percent 
(1,246, roughly 17.6% of those who spoke at least some English) 
speaking English fluently. According to statistics of District 
Information System for Education (DISE) of National University of 
Educational Planning and Administration under Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, Government of India, enrollment in English-
medium schools increased by 50% between 2008–09 and 2013–14. 
The number of English-medium school students in India increased 
from over 1.5 crore (15 million) in 2008–09 to 2.9 crore (29 million) 
by 2013–14. In December 2015, the Supreme Court of India ruled 
that English is the only court language.  
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Indian English generally uses the Indian numbering system. 
Idiomatic forms derived from Indian literary languages and 
vernaculars have been absorbed into Indian English. Nevertheless, 
there remains general homogeneity in phonetics, vocabulary, and 
phraseology between variants of the Indian English 

English language public instruction began in India in the 
1830s during the rule of the East India Company (India was then, 
and is today, one of the most linguistically diverse regions of the 
world[15]). In 1837, English replaced Persian as the official language 
of the Company. Lord Macaulay played a major role in introducing 
English and western concepts to education in India. He supported 
the replacement of Persian by English as the official language, the 
use of English as the medium of instruction in all schools, and the 
training of English-speaking Indians as teachers.[16] Throughout the 
1840s and 1850s, primary-, middle-, and high-schools were opened 
in many districts of British India, with most high schools offering 
English language instruction in some subjects. In 1857, just before 
the end of Company rule, universities modelled on the University of 
London and using English as the medium of instruction were 
established in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. During subsequent 
Crown Rule in India, or the British Raj, lasting from 1858 to 1947, 
English language penetration increased throughout India. This was 
driven in part by the gradually increasing hiring of Indians in the 
civil services. At the time of India's independence in 1947, English 
was the only functional lingua franca in the country. 

After Indian Independence in 1947, Hindi was declared the 
first official language, and attempts were made to declare Hindi the 
sole national language of India. Due to protests from Tamil Nadu 
and other non-Hindi-speaking states, it was decided to temporarily 
retain English for official purposes until at least 1965. By the end of 
this period, however, opposition from non-Hindi states was still too 
strong to have Hindi declared the sole language. With this in mind, 
the English Language Amendment Bill declared English to be an 
associate language "until such time as all non-Hindi States had 
agreed to its being dropped." This hasn't yet occurred, and it is still 
widely used. For instance, it is the only reliable means of day-to-day 
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communication between the central government and the non-Hindi 
states. 

The spread of the English language in India has led it to 
become adapted to suit the local dialects. Due to the large diversity 
in Indian languages and cultures, there can be instances where the 
same English word can mean different things to different people in 
different parts of India. There are three different stages of English 
Language in India i.e. Cultivated, closely approximating Received 
Pronunciation and associated with younger generation of urban and 
sub-urban regions of metropolitan cities of the country; Standard, a 
social indicator of the higher education, and Regional, associated 
with the general population, and closely approximating the second-
language Vernacular-English variety.  

While there is an assumption that English is readily available 
in India, available studies show that its usage is actually restricted 
to an elite, because of inadequate education to large parts of the 
Indian population. The use of outdated teaching methods and the 
poor grasp of English exhibited by the authors of many guidebooks, 
disadvantage students who rely on these books.  

Characteristics of Modern English 

Modern English (sometimes New English  as opposed to Middle 
English and Old English) is the form of the English language 
spoken since the Great Vowel Shift in England, which began in the 
late 14th century and was completed in roughly 1550. 

With some differences in vocabulary, texts from the early 17th 
century, such as the works of William Shakespeare and the King 
James Bible, are considered to be in Modern English, or more 
specifically, are referred to as using Early Modern English or 
Elizabethan English. English was adopted in regions around the 
world, such as North America, the Indian subcontinent, Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand through colonisation by the British 
Empire. 

Modern English has a large number of dialects spoken in 
diverse countries throughout the world. This includes American 
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English, Australian English, British English (containing English 
English, Welsh English and Scottish English), Canadian English, 
Caribbean English, Hiberno-English, Indo-Pakistani English, 
Nigerian English, New Zealand English, Philippine English, 
Singaporean English, and South African English. 

According to the Ethnologue, there are almost 1 billion 
speakers of English as a first or second language.[3] English is 
spoken as a first or a second language in a large number of 
countries, with the largest number of native speakers being in the 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, the United States of America, 
Australia, and New Zealand; there are also large populations in 
India, Pakistan, the Philippines and Southern Africa. It "has more 
non-native speakers than any other language, is more widely 
dispersed around the world and is used for more purposes than any 
other language".[4] Its large number of speakers, plus its worldwide 
presence, have made English a common language "of the airlines, of 
the sea and shipping, of computer technology, of science and indeed 
of communication generally".[4] 

There are, possibly, two answers to your question.  It depends 
on whether you are asking about Early Modern English 
(Shakespeare's English) or the Late Modern English that is spoken 
today. 

If you are referring to Early Modern English, it began 
sometime after the Great Vowel Shift (roughly between 1500-1550).  
Sometimes this form of English (often used by Shakespeare and the 
original translation of the King James Bible) is called Elizabethan or 
Early Modern English. 

It lacked uniformity.  Basically, words could be spelled by 
sound or however the writer saw fit.  Until 1775, when Samuel 
Johnson published the very first dictionary in Great Britain. In 
1828, Noah Webster created his own American dictionary.  Thus, 
differentiating spelling between British Standard English and 
American Standard English.  Early Modern English lasted between 
1500-1800.  After 1800, more changes in English appeared.  This 
new English would be called Late Modern English. 
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Some major differences between Early/Late Modern and Middle 
English are: 

 Loss of the T-V distinction (thou, ye) 

 The letter thorn (þ) finally fell into disuse.  It was replaced by 
the "th" sound and spelling. 

 The letters "i" and "j" became single letters rather than being 
written together.  The same is true for "u" and "v." 

 During late modern English, an influx of new words appeared.  
This happened for two reasons.  (1) The Industrial Revolution 
happened and new words were needed.  (2) Also, there was 
more global interaction, and English began "borrowing" words 
from other languages.  

The English Lexicon 

 

This article is about the linguistic concept. For other uses, see 
Lexicon (disambiguation). 

A lexicon is the vocabulary of a person, language, or branch 
of knowledge (such as nautical or medical). In linguistics, a lexicon 
is a language's inventory of lexemes. The word "lexicon" derives 

from the Greekλεξικόν (lexicon), neuter of λεξικός (lexikos) meaning 
"of or for words". 

Linguistic theories generally regard human languages as 
consisting of two parts: a lexicon, essentially a catalogue of a 
language's words (itswordstock); and a grammar, a system of rules 
which allow for the combination of those words into meaningful 
sentences. The lexicon is also thought to include bound 
morphemes, which cannot stand alone as words (such as most 

affixes)[citation needed]. In some analyses, compound words and certain 
classes of idiomatic expressions and other collocations are also 
considered to be part of the lexicon. Dictionaries represent attempts 
at listing, in alphabetical order, the lexicon of a given language; 
usually, however, bound morphemes are not included. 

Items in the lexicon are called lexemes or word forms. Lexemes 
are not atomic elements but contain both phonological and 
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morphological components. When describing the lexicon, a 
reductionist approach is used, trying to remain general while using 
a minimal description. To describe the size of a lexicon, lexemes are 
grouped into lemmas. A lemma is a group of lexemes generated by 
inflectional morphology. Lemmas are represented in dictionaries by 
headwords which list the citation forms and any irregular forms, 
since these must be learned to use the words correctly. Lexemes 
derived from a word by derivational morphology are considered new 
lemmas. The lexicon is also organized according to open and closed 
categories. Closed categories, such as determiners or pronouns, are 
rarely given new lexemes; their function is primarily syntactic. Open 
categories, such as nouns and verbs, have highly active generation 
mechanisms and their lexemes are more semantic in nature. 

Lexicalization and other mechanisms in the lexicon 

A central role of the lexicon is the documenting of established 

lexical norms and conventions. Lexicalization is the process in which 
new words, having gained widespread usage, enter the lexicon. 
Since lexicalization[2] may modify lexemes phonologically and 
morphologically, it is possible that a single etymological source may 
be inserted into a single lexicon in two or more forms. These pairs, 
called a doublet, are often close semantically. Two examples are 
aptitude versus attitude and employ versus imply.[3] 

The mechanisms, not mutually exclusive, are:[4] 

 Innovation,[5] the planned creation of new roots (often on a 

large-scale), such as slang, branding. 
 Borrowing of foreign words. 
 Compounding (composition), the combination of lexemes to 

make a single word. 
 Abbreviation of compounds. 
 Acronyms, the reduction of compounds to their initial letters, 

such as NASA and laser (from "LASER"). 
 Inflection, a morphology change with a category, such as 

number or tense. 
 Derivation, a morphological change resulting in a change of 

category. 
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 Agglutination, the compounding of morphemes into a single 
word. 

New words 

Neologisms are new lexeme candidates which, if they gain 
wide usage over time, become part of a language's lexicon. 
Neologisms are often introduced by children who produce 
erroneous forms by mistake.[6] Another common source is 
slang and activities such as advertising and branding. 

Loan words 

Most innovations to a lexicon are either loan words introduced 
by bilingual speakers during language contact or compound words 
created from existing morphemes. Once a neologism or a compound 
is introduced to a language, then, if successful, it will often diffuse 
across geographical boundaries. 

Role of morphology 

Another mechanism involves generative devices that combine 
morphemes according to a language's rules. For example, the suffix 
"-able" is usually only added to transitive verbs, as in "readable" but 
not "cryable". 

Compounding 

A compound word is a lexeme composed of several pre-existing 
morphemes. Because a compound word is composed of established 
lexeme they are usually easier to acquire than loan words or 
neologisms. Their meaning is usually just a sum of their 
constituent parts. The meaning of "armed and dangerous", for 
example, derives from the sum of its parts, while "armed to the 
teeth" involves metaphor. 

Compound words that are not the semantical sum of their 
constituents can be interpreted through analogy, common sense 
and context.[2] Compound words have simple morphological 
structures, where no more than one element usually requires 
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inflection for agreement. On the other hand, they are subject to the 
rules of syntax and can contain gaps to hold other lexemes on 
which they operate. For instance: 

 "another nail in" something/someone → "another nail in" "the 
company's" "coffin" 

 "bring" something "to" someone's "attention" → "bring" "a 
problem" "to" "your" "attention" 

Once new compounds are successfully established in one language 
they will often cross geographical boundaries: 

 "house"–"wife", becoming housewife. 
 város–háza ("city"–"hall" in Hungarian) becoming városháza. 
 rot–Licht ("red"–"light" in German) becoming rotlicht. 

Compounding tends to produce longer lexemes which may result 
in lexemes of unwieldy proportion. This is compensated by 
mechanisms that reduce the length of words. A similar phenomena 
has been recently shown to feature in social media also where 
hashtags compound to form longer-sized hashtags that are at times 
more popular than the individual constituent hashtags forming the 
compound. 

Diachronic mechanisms 

Comparative historical linguistics studies the evolutions languages 
and takes a diachronic view of the lexicon. The evolution of lexicons 
in different languages occurs through parallel mechanism. Over 
time historical forces work to [8] shape the lexicon, making it simpler 
to acquire and often creating an illusion of great regularity in 
language. 

 Phonological assimilation, the modification of loanwords to fit 
a new language's sound structure more effectively. If, however, 
a loanword sounds too "foreign", inflection or derivation rules 
may not be able to transform it. 

 Analogy, where new words undergo inflection and derivation 
analogous to that of words with a similar sound structure. 

 Emphasis, the modification of words' stress and/or accenting. 
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 Metaphor, a form of semantic extension. 

Second-language lexicon 

Main article: Bilingual lexical access 

The term "lexicon" is generally used in the context of single 
language. Therefore, multi-lingual speakers are generally thought to 
have multiple lexicons. Speakers of language variants (Brazilian 
Portuguese and European Portuguese, for example) may be 

considered to possess a single lexicon. Thus a cash dispenser 
(British English) as well as an automatic teller machine or ATM in 
American English would be understood by both American and 
British speakers, despite each group using different dialects. 

When linguists study a lexicon, they consider such things as what 
constitutes a word; the word/concept relationship; lexical access 
and lexical access failure; how a word's phonology, syntax, and 
meaning intersect; the morphology-word relationship; vocabulary 
structure within a given language; language use (pragmatics); 
language acquisition; the history and evolution of words 
(etymology); and the relationships between words, often studied 
within philosophy of language. 

STANDARD AND NON-STANDARD VARIETIES OF LANGUAGE 

A. Introduction 

B. Linguistic and Communicative competence 

C. Language as a social phenomenon 

A. Introduction 

 Language with its different varieties is the subject matter of 

socio linguistics. Language is not a monolithic object. It is a human 

phenomenon which is as complex as human relationship in a 

society. Considerable variations occur within a language. Two 

important variations are ‗Dialect‘ and ‗Register‘. They are defined 

with reference to the user and the use respectively. 
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DIALECT  

 Variations within a language are referred to as the ‗dialects‘ of 

that language. For example, the variety of English spoken in Britain 

is different from the variety spoken in America. Such variations are 

associated with a particular group of speakers, but at the same 

time are mutually intelligible to speakers of other varieties of the 

same language. Dialect is conditioned by the geographical 

background or social background of the speaker. Dialect is the 

subdivision of a language. It is a synchronic variation of the 

language. 

REGIONAL AND SOCIAL DIALECT 

 When a dialect is conditioned by the geographical background, 

it is called regional dialect. For example, in Britain numerous 

dialects of English is spoken in different regions-the Lancashire 

dialect, the Warwickshire dialect, the Derbyshire dialect and so on. 

These dialects are called regional dialects.  When a dialect is 

conditioned by the social background of the speaker, it is called 

social dialect. For example, in London, the aristocrat uses one 

variety of English and the lower class uses another variety. Thus 

dialectal variations determined by the social hierarchy is called 

social dialect. Social dialects are also called as ‗sociolects’ ‗or‘ ‗class 

dialects‘. They are spoken by the members of a particular group or 

stratum of a speech community. Another good example for social 

dialect is the flower girl‘s use of ‗cockney’ English in Bernard Shaw‘s 

‗Pygmalion’. 

DIALECTAL DIFFERENCE AT VARIOUS LEVELS 

 Dialectal differences may be phonological, morphological, 

syntactic or lexical.  

1) At the phonological level, one difference between the general 

American English and the Received Pronunciation of England is 
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that in words the American English has the sound /oe/ while 

received pronunciation has /a:/.Eg:- pass, dance, class, caste. 

2) At the syntactic level, the usual American form is ‗different than‘ 

and not ‗different from‘. Some more examples include,  

American English    British English 

talk with     talk to  

check out    check upon 

3) At the lexical level, one could notice that the Americans use the 

word ‗gas’ when the British use ‗petrol’. Similarly the Americans use 

‗fall’ for ‗autumn’ and ‗candy‘ for sweets. 

4) At the morphological level, the Americans use ‗dove’ as the past 

tense of ‗dive‘, unlike ‗dived‘ in British English. 

IDIOLECT 

 Within a given dialect, no two speakers speak exactly alike. 

These are invariably difference of speech habits between 

individuals. The characteristic peculiarity of an individuals‘, use of 

a language is called ‗idiolect’. When we speak of Milton‘s style, or 

Bacon‘s style, we are referring to Milton‘s ‗idiolect‘ and Bacon‘s 

‗idiolect‘. There are as many idiolects as there are people. 
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ISOGLOSSES AND DIALECT BOUNDARIES 

 An isogloss is, ‗ a line indicating the degree of linguistic 

change‘ (Gloason 1963:398) On linguistic maps, a line separating 

the areas called isogloss area) in which the language differs with 

respect to a give feature of features, i.e., a. line marking the 

boundaries within which a given linguistic feature or phenomenon 

can be observed. (A Dictionary of Linguistics) 

 On the basis of differences in phonology, morphology, syntax, 

etc., it is possible to draw imaginary boundaries separating the 

geographical areas using divergent linguistic items. Let us imagine 

that in a country called, ‗Pagan bran den‘, some people use the 

word ‗pooca’ for ‗cat’ and others use the word ‗peeca’. We can mark 

the ‗pooca’ area with the symbol ‗X‘ and the use of ‗peeca’ with the 

symbol ‗O‘. Such a map would look like the following. 

 

The boundary line which divides the ‗pooca’ area from the ‗peeca’ 

area would be called an ‗isogloss‘. Thus an isogloss is an imaginary 

line dividing two areas which differ in the use of a linguistic item. 

 A map with a number of crisscrossing isoglosses is possible 

and in that map a number of isoglosses tend to come together. In 

such a case the group of isoglosses is referred to as a bundle of 

isoglosses. The phenomenon of a number of isoglosses coming 

together is called ‗bundling‘, Maps representing such items as 

discussed above are called ‗Dialect maps‘. 

 

 

x x x x            0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

x x x x            0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

x x x x            0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

x x x x            0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

x x x             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

x x             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

x x             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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DIALECTS AND LANGUAGES 

 One can say that if two speakers are mutually intelligible, that 

is, if they can understand each other for the purpose of day-to-day 

communication, they   are using the same language. If not, they are 

using, different languages. To be brief, when dialects, become 

mutually  unintelligible they become different languages. 

THE STANDARD DIALECT 

 ‗Standard dialect‘ is that dialect spoken by the prestigious 

class in a country. A group of people who are politically, socially or 

economically important and the dialect used by them acquires 

social prestige. The speakers of other dialects slowly start using the 

prestigious dialect in order to identify themselves with the 

prestigious class. Such a dominant dialect is often called the 

‗standard dialect‘. 

 However, a standard dialect is in no way linguistically superior 

to other dialects. The only difference between the standard and 

non-standard varieties of a language is that of social acceptance. It 

is only a historical accident that one dialect of a language gained 

social prestige and became the standard variety. 

REGISTER  

 An individual may use different varieties of a language 

depending upon the situation and the subject matter. A professor, 

for example, may use one kind of language with his colleague, 

another with his child, and yet, another with a friend. The different 

kinds of language used in different contexts, by the same individual 

are called ‗Registers’. They include legal register, medical register, 

etc. There are three aspects of registers to be considered: 

a) the area in which the utterance is called forth is situational 

context  (the field of Discourse) 

b) the medium of utterance (the Mode of Discourse) and  

1. (c) the style of utterance (the style or Tenor of Discourse) 
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THE FIELD OF DISCOURSE 

 This refers to the register variations determined by the subject 

matter. Thus, one can speak of the register of science, the register of 

law, the register of journalism, etc. 

THE MODE OF DISCOURSE 

 This refers to the register variations determined by the 

medium used-the spoken medium and the written medium. One 

could see the different varieties of language in telegraphic 

messages, telephone conversations, radio, TV, newspapers and so 

on. 

THE STYLE OF DISCOURSE 

 This refers to register variations determined by the 

relationship between the speakers and the listener, the writer and 

the reader, the addresser and the addressee. Register classified 

according to the style of discourse include upon the relationship 

between the participants concerned. 

 However, the field of discourse, the mode of discourse and the 

style of discourse are not mutually exclusive. A lecture on biology in 

a technical college will be in the scientific field, lecturing mode and 

polite style. The same subject matter when discussed at the dining 

table of the lecturer will have the informal style. If the lecturer 

decides to publish his lecture he will have to adopt the written 

mode and formal style. 

NON-STANDARD VARIETIES OF LANGUAGE 

 Two or more languages coming into contact with each other 

will possibly influence each other. The degree of intensity of this 

influence depends upon the length of time of this contact. The 

longer the duration, the more deep-rooted and enduring is the 

influence. 

 Inter language refers to either the process or the product of 

influence of a foreign tongue on the mother-tongue of the learner. 
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This term is sometimes used to describe the kind of forms that 

come into being as a result of the contact of two or more languages. 

 A monolingual person is one who has the ability to use only 

one language. 

 A bidialectal person speaks two dialects. 

 A bilingual person speaks two languages. A bilingual country 

is one where two quite distinct and different languages are spoken. 

Canada, for example, is an officially bilingual country with both 

French and English as official languages. 

 A coordinate bilingual person can use two languages with 

equal ease, but a subordinate bilingual uses one language well and 

the other language not so well. A multilingual person uses more 

than two languages. So does a multilingual country, such as India. 

 A pidgin language is one with a very drastically reduced 

structure and vocabulary, and native to none of its users. Creole is 

that language which has grown out of a pidgin by its becoming the 

native  tongue of a speech community. It has its own phonology, 

structure and vocabulary. Both pidgin and creole are rule-governed 

creative systems. 

 Diglossia is a term used to describe a situation in which two 

very different varieties of languages co-exist in a speech community 

each with a distinct range of social functions. There is normally a 

‗High‘ variety for formal or serious matters and a ‗Low‘ variety for 

conversation and other informal uses (e.g. Sentamil (High or 

classical Tamil) and Kodumtamil (Low or colloquial Tamil). 

  Code switching refers to switching from one language to 

another in communication. This is very common in a country like 

India where one uses, for example, Hindi for one friend and Tamil 

for another. We do this code-switching according to the topic of 

discourse also. If, on the other hand, one uses a language and 

mixes words, phrases and sentences from another language it is 

called code mixing. 
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MORPHOLOGY 

A. Introduction 

 The term ―Morphology‘ was originally used in biology.  Since 

the middle of the 19th century, it has been used by linguists.  It 

analyzes the basic ‗elements‘ which are used in a language. 

 Morphology, in simple terms, is the study of the internal 

structure of words.  Words, in any language, possess certain 

features.  A number of elements are involved in the making of 

words.  Morphology refers to the study of the internal structure of 

words. 

 The Collins English Dictionary defines morphology as the 

study of the form and structure of words in a language especially in 

the consistent pattern of inflection, combination, derivation, and 

change that may be observed and classified. 

B. Morphemes 

 Morphemes are the smallest meaningful elements of a word.  

These elements take a meaning or grammatical function.  They 

cannot be further subdivided into still smaller units.  Thus 

morpheme is ―a minimal unit of meaning with a grammatical 

function.‖ 

 For a better understanding of morphemes, look at the 

following words: 

 Inimitable  

 Boxes 

 Talking 

 Yes 

 The first three of the words have certain ‗elements‘ attached to 

them. These elements are called ―affixes‖. 
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 ―—in‖ carries a negative meaning 

 ―— ible carries a state of quality 

 ―—es― expresses plurality 

 ―—ing‖ denotes a sense of duration 

 ―yes‖ does not possess any affix. 

 Thus ―—in‖, ―—ible‖,‖—es‖,‖—ing‖ and ―yes‖ are morphemes. 

Two Types of Morphemes 

 These are two types of morphemes- 1. Free Morphemes and 

2.Bound Morphemes. 

B1. Free Morphemes are units, which can stand by themselves as 

single words.  They cannot be divided into smaller units or 

grammatical parts.  They do not have affixes.  They have only a 

base form which is also called as ‗root‘ or ‗stem‘. 

 Door, Shirt, yes, come are examples of Free morphemes. 

 Free Morphemes can further be classified as  

1. Lexical Morphemes 

2. Functional Morphemes 

Lexical Morphemes 

 All content words are lexical Morphemes Nouns, adjectives 

and verbs, form lexical morphemes. Lexical morphemes are listed 

as head words in a dictionary. Some examples for lexical 

morphemes are flower, man, women, beautiful, sing, dance. 

 Lexical Morphemes are treated as ‗open class‘ because new 

lexemes can be added to the language. 

Functional Morphemes 

 Conjunctions, prepositions, articles and pronouns are 

functional morphemes.  Functional words are treated as ‗closed‘ 

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP  COACHING CENTER-PG TRB ENGLISH DHARMAPURI  -9600736379. 

 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                        9994098972 Page 60 
 

class since we rarely add new functional morphemes to the 

language. 

 Some examples for functional morphemes are given below: 

 And, but, in out, a, an, the he, she, it. 

B2. Bound Morphemes 

 Bound Morphemes cannot stand alone. They are generally 

attached to a free morpheme. Bound Morphemes are dependent 

elements. They occur before or after the base form. These elements 

are called affixes. 

 For example, 

 ‗Dishonest’ has two morphemes-‗dis’ and ‗honest.‘ ‗Dis’ is an 

affix and a bound morpheme: ‗honest’ is a free morpheme or the 

‗stem’ 

Prefixes and Suffixes 

 Affixes can be prefixes or suffixes. 

 Affixes which precede the stem are ‗prefixes‘.  E.g- unkind, 

disobedience, mistrust, incompetent 

 Affixes which follow the stem are ‗suffixes‘.  E.g.-neatly, 

childhood. 

 Bound Morphemes are further classified into two types.        

(1) Derivational Morphemes  (2) Inflectional Morphemes. 

Derivational Morphemes 

 New words can be formed using derivational morphemes.  

Derivational Morphemes change the grammatical category of words.  

Some examples for derivational morphemes are as follows: 

 Prefixes: —in,—im, —it,  

 Suffixes: --ish, —ness, —ly, —ment, —less 
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Inflectional Morphemes 

 New words can be formed with inflectional morphemes.  

Inflectional morphemes indicate number, tense degree and case.  

They indicate the grammatical function of a word.  Some examples 

for inflectional morphemes are as follows: 

 Singular, Plural ‗-s‘, ‗es,‘,‘-en‘ as in chairs, roses, oxen 

 Tense with number:—s‘, (He sings) 

          —ing (He is singing) 

 When a word has both inflectional and derivational suffix, 

there is a specific order.  In a word derivational suffix precedes 

inflectional suffix. 

 Eg. Faith 

  Faithful 

  Faithfully 

 In the gives example ‗faith’ is the ‗base’ or ‗stem’. ‗—ful’ is the 

derivationalmorpheme and ‗—ly’ is the inflectional morpheme. 

 Although it is possible to recognize morphemes as free or 

bound, all the words in English cannot be analysed that easily.  For 

example it is difficult to analyse irregular nouns and verbs.  For 

example look at the given words. 

Singular Plural 

 Man  Men 

 Goose Geese 

 In the given words, the plural marker, is not separately 

attached with the ‗base‘ or ‗stem‘ as cats, dogs, and houses. 
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 Similarly, in the word ‗receive‘, ‗re ‗ is the prefix but‘ ceive‘ is 

not a free morpheme.  Numerous technical terms are available to 

describe and define such cases. 

 Some morphemes have several phonetic forms.  For example, 

the past tense marker ‗—ed‘ is pronounced in three different ways 

depending on the context in which they appear.  ‗—ed‘ is 

pronounced. 

 Eg. look –  looked. (-t) 

  raise – raised (-d) 

  doubt – doubted (-id) 

C. Morphs and Allomorphs 

 Whiles ‗phones‘ are used to realize ‗phonemes‘, ‗morphs‘ are 

used to realize ‗morphemes‘. Study the following sets: 

 Set1: lion 

  table 

  teach 

 All the above given words have only one morph and they are 

single lexical morphemes. 

 Set 2: lions   = lion + s 

  tables = table + s 

  taught = teach + past participle 

All the above given words in Set 2 comprise two morphemes each. 
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Allomorphy 

The relationship between morphs and morphemes is called 

Allomorphy. 

Allomorph 

 The variant forms of a morpheme are called Allomorphs.  Eg. 

The past tense marker –‗ed’ is pronounced in three different ways 

as /-t/ or /d/ or /id/. 

D. Conclusion 

 To sum up, Ronald W. Largacker‘s remarks on morphology is 

quoted below: 

 To understand the morphological patterns of language usage, 

it is not sufficient to examine the phonetic data alone. The 

phonological mechanisms involved can be uncovered only if we look 

beneath the phonetic surface and regard the phonological system as 

an integrated series of rules that apply to abstract underlying 

representations.  When we do, we find that surface disparity very 

often results in a completely regular fashion from underlying 

uniformity.   
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SYNTAX 

A. Introduction 

 Syntax is a branch of linguistics. It deals with the grammatical 

arrangement of words and morphemes in the sentences of a 

language.  In simple terms syntax is the sentence structure of a 

language.  The word syntax is derived form Latin ‗syntaxis’, and 

from Greek ‗suntaxes’, which means to put in order.‘ 

B. THE SENTENCE 

 A sentence can be defined as a meaningful arrangement of 

words. Traditional grammar defines a sentence as ‗the complete 

expression of a single thought‘.  Every sentence has a ‗subject‘ and 

‗predicate‘. In English, a sentence begins with a capital letter and 

ends with a full stop. 

C. WORD ORDER 

 Many linguists and grammarians believe that word order is at 

the heart of the syntax.  Word order is very important because every 

order conveys a distinct meaning.  Where the word order changes, 

the meaning also changes.  Note carefully the following parts of the 

sentences for difference in meaning: 

 The tiger chased the man 

 The man chased the tiger 

 They are all writing exam 

 Are they all writing exam? 

 She loves only roses 

 Only she loves roses. 
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 The above cited sentences reveal to us that there is an 

underlying pattern or rule which governs the word order in a 

sentence.  Disorderly arrangement of words destroys the meaning of 

a sentence. 

 Look at the sentence given below: 

1) I walked to the temple (Gives sense) 

2) Temple I to the walked (Nonsense) 

The first one is accepted as a sentence as the words are arranged 

in a proper order to give a wholesome meaning.  The second one 

cannot be accepted as a sentence since the words are not 

arranged in order.  It is nonsense, i.e., it conveys no meaning. 

From the given example, it is clear that word order and a system of 

rules govern the construction of sentences and such sentences are 

grammatical. 
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Sentence 

 

The big dogs enjoyed their unexpected bones and the little puppies 
like the scraps. 

 

Clause 

 

They big dogs enjoyed their unexpected bones 

 

Phrase 

 

Their unexpected bones 

 

Word 

 

Unexpected 

 

Un + expected 

Therefore, we can say: 

Sentence Level 

 

Clause Level 

 

Phrase Level 

 

Word Level 

 

Word Inflections 
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D. CLAUSE ELEMENTS 

 All clauses are made up of clause elements.  Each of those 

elements expresses a particular meaning.  In traditional grammar, 

sentences are divided into two basic elements-subject and 

predicate. 

 Modern grammatical analysis identifies five types of clause 

elements: 

 Subject (S) 

 Verb (V) 

 Object (O) 

 Complement ( C ) 

 Adverbial (A) 

 A clause element may be a single word or several words.  For 

example: 

 Subject (S)  =  Sheela 

    The old man 

    All the rotten mangoes 

    The three happy valiant princes 

 The basic patterns of sentences that can be constructed with 

these clause elements are given below: 

 SV(A) 

 SVO(A) 

 SVC(A) 

 SVOO(A) 
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 SVOC(A) 

 Directives, Vocatives and various types of elliptical sentences 

are a few other kinds of sentence constructions which can be 

derived from these basic types. 

E. CLAUSE STRUCTURE 

 A Clause is a structural unit that is smaller than a sentence 

but larger than phrases or words.  A clause can be defined as a 

group of words, which forms a part of a sentence and has a subject 

and a predicate of its own. Clauses can be Co-ordinate clauses, 

Principal or Subordinate clauses. 

 Two or more simple sentences or compound sentences can be 

joined to make complex sentences.  Clauses occur in complex 

sentences. 

 

In this example, there is one main idea called the ‗main clause‘ 

and one subordinate idea called the subordinate clause. A main 

clause can stand on its own and does not depend on any other part 

of the sentence. A subordinate clause cannot stand on its own, and 

it depends on another grammatical unit. 

Sentence 

Main Clause 

 S     V    O     A 

Subordinate Clause 

   Subordinator S V O 

 I heard the noise   when   the servant   dropped  the plate 
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 In a compound sentence, there will be two main clauses. 

There are different types of subordinate clauses 

1. Noun Clauses 

 Eg: How he got so much wealth is still a secret. 

2. Adjective clauses 

 Eg.This is the place where I was born 

3. Adverbial Clauses 

 Eg. I sang while she danced. 

4. Conditional clauses 

 Eg. If you work hard you will pass. 

5. Reported Clauses 

 Eg. You said that he was a very good athlete. 

E. IC ANALYSIS 

 Immediate constituent (IC) analysis is a widely used method to 

show sentence structure.  It studies and breaks down a sentence in 

a series of steps.  Look at the following example. 

 

   The boy chased the bird. 

 

 The Boy    Chased the bird 

 

The     Boy   Chased    The bird 

      

   The   bird  
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In the above sentence ‗The boy‘ and ‗chased the bird‘ are the 

constituents of ‗The boy chased the bird‘. ‗The‘ and ‗boy‘ are the 

immediate constituents of the construction ‗The boy‘, ‗chased’ and 

‗the bird‘ are the immediate constituents of the constructions 

‗chased the bird‘; ‗the’ and ‗bird are the immediate constituents of 

‗the bird‘.  Thus ‗the’, ‗boy’, ‗chased’, ‗the’ and ‗bird’ are the final 

constituents of the construction ‗The boy chased the bird‘. 

 Although, the IC analysis seems convincing it has its own 

limitations, especially in analyzing ambiguous sentences. 

 Eg: Old men and women 

 The construction is ambiguous.  It may mean ‗old men‘ and 

‗old women‘ or ‗old men‘ only.  Hence application of IC analysis is 

this construction is useless since it does not say where exactly the 

cuts must be made. 

 Therefore alternative approaches have to the used. 

G. SURFACE AND DEEP STRUCTURES 

 In generative grammar, sentences are analyzed in terms of two 

levels.  The surface structure and the deep structure. 

Eg: Flying planes can be dangerous. (Surface structure) 

a. Planes which fly can be dangerous. (Deep structure 1) 

b. It is dangerous to fly planes. (Deep structure 2) 

This ambiguous sentence is disambiguated as seen below: 

Deep Structure 1. 

Planes which fly can be dangerous. 

When we separate the sense units, we arrive at 

 Some planes are flying.  Those planes can be dangerous. 

 The above idea is best represented in a tree diagram thus: 
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Thus we arrive at  

 Planes [Planes are flying] can be dangerous 

 By substituting planes with a Relative Pronoun. 

 we get Planes [which are flying] can be dangerous. 

 By deleting Relative Pronoun and ‗BE‘ form of verb, we get 

 Planes [flying] can be dangerous 

 By shifting the adjective to its customary place,  

 We get 

 Flying planes can be dangerous. 

S 

NP    Predicate Phrase 

NP  Rel. Clause 

   S 

Planes Planes are Flying   Can be dangerous. 
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Deep structure 2 

 It is dangerous to fly planes 

 This sentence has the following root: 

  It    can be dangerous 

Some flies planes 

S+S 

NP Predicate Phrase +     NP  Predicate Phrase 

It can be dangerous + Someone Flies Planes 

While combining the sentences, the pronoun is removed: 

It can be dangerous  +  (tense + fly) planes 

Introducing Infinitive: 

It can be dangerous  +  to fly planes 

Thus we arrive at the sentence 

 It can be dangerous to fly planes. 

2. Similarly, the distinction between surface and deep structures 

was used to relate sentences that have two different surface 

structures having the same meaning 

Eg: The man killed the tiger 

  The tiger was killed by the man. 

 The man – [killed=] past – [kill]—the tiger 

 Shifting the subject to object position and vice versa, we get 

 The tiger – [past-kill] the man. 
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 Introducing passive rule., i.e., past perfect by, we get 

 

PHRASE STRUCTURE GRAMMAR 

 In the IC analysis, the individual items are identified and 

labeled.  The PS grammar or Phrase Structure Grammar includes 

more information in the analysis.  Traditional grammar saw the 

sentence as a combination of ‗subject‘ and ‗predicate‘.  But now, the 

sentence is classified as phrases. 
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This kind of representation of a sentence interms of its phrase 

structure is called phrase marker (P-marker) 

 Instead of tree diagrams, brackets {[(<……>)]} or Chinese boxes 

 

may also be used. 

RULES AND SYMBOLS 

 Some of the rules that are capable of generating free 

structures are as follows 

 

  (Those in parenthesis is optional) 

 To conclude PS grammar is an objective description of the 

grammatical patterns of a language. 
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SUBORDINATION AND CO-ORDINATION 

A. Introduction 

 Sentence is the largest unit of language. Normally the 

sentence consists of a single clause or many clauses. The sentence 

which consists of only one clause is called a simple sentence; the 

sentence which consists of more than one clause is called a complex 

sentence. 

 The terms subordination and co-ordination are related to 

complex sentences. 

B. SUBORDINATE CLAUSES (SCL) 

 Subordination is a non-symmetrical relation holding between 

two clauses in such a way that one is a part of another. Look at the 

following sentences. 

 [He is rude] [ I don‘t like him] 

 Those two simple sentences are brought together by 

subordination as follows. 

[I don‘t like him]   [because his rude] 

 main clause  subordinate clause 

C. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBORDINATE CLAUSES 

Subordinate clauses may be classified by 

1. Structural type or 2. ‗function‘. 
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C.1. Structural types 

 Structurally, there are three classes of subordinate clauses. 

(i) Finite clause 

 In this type, the V element is a finite verb phrase. 

  Examples. 

   Because he is late……. 

   If you are late…….. 

   Though he is late…….. 

(ii) Non-finite clause 

 In this type, The V element is a Non-finite verb phrase. 

  Example: 

   Having finished the homework……. 

(iii) Verb less Clause 

 This type contains no V elements  

  Examples: 

   Though a rich man….. 

   When ripe, (the mangoes will be delicious) 

Formal indicators of subordination  

 Given below is a list of words that indicate subordinate status 

of a clause. After, [a1] though, as, because, before, if , once, since, 

that, until, when, where, while, so, that, except, that, so far as, as 

long as, as soon as, etc., 
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Functional classification 

 Subordinate clauses may function as S, O, C or A in the main 

clause: 

 Eg: 

  Subject   

[That they need our help] is obvious] 

  Direct Object  

[I know that [he is intelligent]] 

  Subject Complement 

   [The point is [that we are joking]] 

  Adverbial 

   [When we meet.], [I shall tell everything]  

   [[To be honest] [ I have never supported him]] 

D. FINITE SUBORDINATE CLAUSES 

D.1. Finite Noun Clauses 

 The finite noun clauses are. 

(a) That Clauses 

 Eg. That he is punctual is known to all 

  Everyone knows that he is punctual 

  The assumption is that things will improve 

  Your assumption that things will improve is ridiculous 

  I‘m sure that things will improve 
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(b) Zero-That-Clauses 

 In this type, the conjunction ‗that‘ is omitted when the that 

clause is an object or complement. 

 Eg. 

 I Knew  he was right 

 I told him 

 

(C )Wh- interrogative clauses 

 Just as that-Clause, the wh-clause occurs as subject, Direct 

object, Subject complement, Appositive, Adjectival complement, etc. 

 Eg. How the book will sell depends on its author. 

  I know who is behind this game. 

  The problem is who will talk to him first. 

(d) Yes / No interrogative clause 

 It is formed with ‗if‘ or ‗whether‘. 

 Eg. Do you know if / whether the Post Office is open? 
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D.2. Finite adverbial clauses 

 Adverbial clauses are similar to adverbs.  Like adverbs, 

adverbial clauses can occur in the initial, medial or final position 

with in the main clause. 

Adverbial 

Clause of 

Subordinating 

Conjunctions 

Examples 

Time  When, while, 

before, after, 

since, as soon as, 

whenever, till, as 

long as, so long as 

I sang while she 

danced.   

He had reached 

there before you 

came. 

Place Where, wherever I live where you 

live.  

Go wherever you 

like. 

Purpose So that, least, in  

order that 

He died so that the 

nation might live.        

I ran so fast that I 

might catch the 

train 

Reason Because, as, 

since, that, row 

that 

He cannot 

understand it 

because he is dull.        

I could not write to 

you as I was busy. 

Condition If, whether, 

provided, unless, 

incase 

He must go there 

whether, he likes it 

or not.  

She cannot pass 

unless she works 
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hard 

Concession Though, although, 

as, however, even 

if 

Although he was ill, 

yet he attended the 

school.   

Poor as he is, he is 

honest. 

Effect / 

result 

So.. that, such… 

that 

He is so poor that 

he cannot buy 

books.  

You behaved in 

such a way that we 

were disappointed. 

Comparison As…. As, So ….. 

as, as much as., 

So much as, no 

less than, than 

She is as beautiful 

as her sister.  

You are not so tall 

as your brother 

Manner As, as though, as 

if, according as 

He talks as if he 

were mad.  

Do unto others as 

you would be done 

by 

Extent As far as, 

So far as 

As far as I think, he 

will not betray you. 

So far as I know, he 

is correct 

 

 

 

 

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP  COACHING CENTER-PG TRB ENGLISH DHARMAPURI  -9600736379. 

 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                        9994098972 Page 82 
 

D. 3. Finite relative Clauses (RcL) 

 Finite relative clauses typically begin with a relative pronoun.  

Like noun clauses, relative clauses can be introduced by a ‗wh‘-

word, or by ‗that‘ or by zero. 

Eg.  Do you know anyone who can at least give this 

certificate? 

  Do you have a camera that you can lend me? 

  Do you have a camera you can lend me? 

D.4 Comparative clauses (CcL) 

 In this type the main clause (MC) is compared with the 

subordinate clause (SCL) by means of a comparative elements.  

Some of the comparative elements are ..as….as, less… than, 

more….than. 

 Eg. Joan is as handsome as his brother. 

   Less handsome than 

   More handsome than 

D5. Prepositional clauses (PcL) 

 Prepositional clauses begin with prepositions. 

 Eg. The man was astonished at what he saw.  

We have little evidence of who committed the theft. 

E. NON-FINITE SUBORDINATE CLAUSES 

 There are five types of non-finite subordinate clause. 

E.1 Noun-finite noun clause. 

 a. Infinitive noun clause (NcL-i) 

  E.g. I want you to help me 

 b. –ing noun clause (NcL-ing) 
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  E.g. Getting up early, he went for a walk. 

 Having finished his home work, he slept peacefully. 

E.g2. Non-finite adverbial clause 

 a. Infinitive adverbial clause (AcL -1) 

  E.g: He worked overtime in order to earn extra money. 

 

 b. –ing adverbial clause (AcL-ing) 

E.g. Being very suspicious, she hesitated to talk to the stranger.  

 c. –en adverbial clause (AcL-en) 

  E.g. Shouted out by the audience, he left the stage 

E.3. Non-finite relative clauses 

 a. Infinitive relative clause (RcL – i) 

  E.g. This is the best school for your child to study. 

 b. –ing relative clause (RcL-ing) 

  E.g. We took that dress finding it beautiful. 

 c. —en relative clause (RcL-en) 

E.g. The work assigned to the students can hardly be completed in 

time. 

E4. Non-finite comparative clauses (CcL-i) 

 E.g. It is easier to advise than to follow it. 

E5. Non-finite prepositional clauses (PcL-ing) 

 E.g. The thief escaped by climbing through the pipeline. 

F. DIRECT AND INDIRECT SUBORDINATION 
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 In direct subordination, one unit can be an element of another 

unit of the same rank. 

 In indirect subordination, one unit can be an element of 

another unit of lower rank. 

F.1. Direct subordination 

 Clause within clause, phrase within phrase and word-within-

word are examples for direct subordination. 

F.2. Indirect Subordination 

 Clause within phrase, phrase within word and clause within 

word are examples for indirect subordination. 

 To conclude subordination is of great importance in language.  

It can be replicated so as to make a sentence as complicated as we 

wish.  Hence it lends itself to unlimited structural possibilities. 

E.g. This is the cat that ate the rat that ate the corn that lay in the 

house that Jack built. 

G. COORDINATION 

 Through co ordination, we combine clauses, phrases or words 

to form complex constructions.  In English, coordination is denoted 

by the conjunctions ‗and‘, ‗or‘, ‗but‘.  Given below are three tree 

diagrams showing coordination of subordinate clauses, 

coordination of phrases and coordination of words. 
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COORDINATION OF SUBORDINATE CLAUSES 
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COORDINATION OF WORDS 

 

The three examples can also be represented through skeleton 

analysis.  It saves space and effort. 

1. [< [What I say] and [what I do] > are (two different things)] 

 NCL Cj NCL 

2. [(Fortunately) for breakfast I have )< (a cup of tea) and (a roll) > ] 

     NP Cj NP 

3. [She painted O< a M <aj large and ugly> H portrait)] 

 Sometimes.  ajCjaj 

 Though Coordination involves ambiguity, it can be resolved 

through changing the bracketing  
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E.g. Old men and women. 

 NP (OldH< men and women>) 

 NP (old men) Cj and NP (women) 

  NP  Cj NP 

QUESTIONS 

ESSAY 

1. Describe subordination. 

2. Describe the finite subordinate clauses. 

3. Describes the non-finite subordinate clauses. 

4. Describe co-ordination. 

SHORT NOTES 

Write a short note on (i) subordinate clauses (ii) Co-ordinate 

clauses. 

PHRASE STRUCTURE GRAMMAR AND TG GRAMMAR 

A. PHRASE STRUCTURE GRAMMAR 

 The grammar which analyses a sentence in terms of phrase 

structure is called phrase structure Grammar. IC analysis, i.e,, the 

traditional sentence analysis and parsing are ‗Phrase structure 

Grammars‘ (PS Grammar) 

 PS grammar believes that a sentence consists of a noun 

phrase (subject) and a verb phrase (predicate). 

 A noun phrase may consist of a noun alone, or a determiner, 

an adjective and a noun. 

 A verb phrase consists of a verb alone, or a helping verb 

(auxiliary) and a verb, or a verb and a noun phrase, or a verb and a 
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prepositional phrase, or a verb, a noun phrase, and a prepositional 

phrase. 

 A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition and a noun 

phrase. 

 PS rules are represented by the following rule – schema. 

  X à y 

 This means that the symbol ‗x‘ is to be rewritten as the symbol 

‗y‘ for e.g. in 

 Sà NP + VP 

 S is the initial symbol.  The plus sign indicates ‗concatenation‘ 

(chaining together), The labels such as NP, VP are ‗nodes‘ and they 

can be further expanded.  A node is a point in a tree diagram from 

which one or more branches emanate. 

A1. REWRITE RULES 

 PS Grammar makes, use of rewrite rules.  These ‗rewrite rules 

can be arranged in a sequence so that each rule a past from the 

initial one) is used to replace, expand, or recur rite the output of the 

previous rules. 

 E.g. (1) S  NP + VP  

        (2) VPà V +NP+PREP.PH 

  (3) NP à D + N 

  (4) PREP. PH à PREP + NP 

 By applying rule 2, to the output of rule 1, we get 

  Sà NP + V +NP + PREP.PH 

 By applying rule 3, we get 

  Sà D + N + V + D + N + PREP.PH 
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 By applying rule 4, and rule 3 again, we get 

  Sà D+N+V+D+N+PREP.+D+N 

A2. LIMITATIONS OF PS GRAMMAR 

(1) PS rules cannot account for all types of sentences in a 

language. 

(2) PS Grammar fails to reveal the relationships between 

sentence types and the relationships within parts of 

sentences. 

(3) PS grammar cannot show the relationship between 

declarative and interrogative, active and passive, 

affirmative and negative, imperative and non-imperative 

sentences. 

(4) PS grammar cannot account for certain types of 

‗ambiguity‘ found in all natural languages. 

(5) PS grammar cannot account for stylistic variations of the 

same sentence. 

B. TG GRAMMAR 

DEFINITION  

 In 1957, Noam Chomsky published a book called ‘Syntactic 

Structures’. This book created a revolution in the linguistic scene. 

Chomsky proposed that grammar should be a device which could 

generate only the grammatical sentences of a language. Such a 

grammar is called Transformational Generative Grammar (TG 

Grammar) 

B1. TRANSFORMATION 

 Transformation is a rule for changing one grammatical 

structure into another by adding, deleting or rearranging 
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constituents. Transformations help relate the Deep structure and 

surface structure. 

DEEP STRUCTURE AND SURFACE STRUCTURE 

 TG grammarians argued that every sentence has two 

structures -  (1) Deep structure (2) Surface structure.  Deep 

structure contains all the information that is necessary for 

interpreting the meaning of the sentence.  Surface structure is the 

structure of the sentence actually produced. 

 Transformations relate Deep structure and surface structure. 

 E.g. John slept. 

 Using PS rules, we arrive at the Deep structure of the sentence 

as follows. 

  SàNP+VP 

 (Sentence) (Noun Phrase) + Verb Phrase) 

  NP à Det + N 

 (Noun Phrase) à (Determiner + Noun) 

  VPà AUX + V 

 (Verb Phrase) à (Auxiliary) + verb 

These rules are shown in a tree diagram below: 
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The end constituents in this diagram, are John – Past – Sleep.  

That is the deep structure of the sentence. 

 In John – Past – Sleep, ‗past’ precedes ‗sleep’.  In order to get 

the sequence ‗sleep+ed’, we must have ‗sleep + past‘, by applying a 

transformation rule called ‗Affix switch‘, John – past - sleep becomes 

 John – sleep – Past. 

 In the string above, ‗sleep‘ and ‗past‘ combine to give ‗slept‘.  

Thus the surface structure ‗John slept‘ is derived. 

B2. SALIENT FEATURES OF TG GRAMMAR 

(1) TG Grammar takes into account not only the 

‗performance‘ of the speakers but also his ‗competence‘. 

(2) It describes only the grammatical sentences of a 

language. 

(3) It makes use of both PS rules and Transformations, 

unlike structural grammar. 

(4) TG grammar gives a convincing description of even 

ambiguities, paraphrase relationship and structural 

homonymy. 

Thus the TG model of grammar is a ‗strong‘ grammar which can 

generate all and only the sentences of a language. 

Questions 

Essay 

1. Attempt an essay on PS Grammar 

2. In what way is TG grammar. 

Short Notes 

1. Write short note on the limitations of PS grammar. 

2. Bring out the salient features of TG grammar. 
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PHONOLOGY CLASSIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 

VOWELS AND CONSONANTS 

A. Introduction 

 The human articulatory system is capable of producing a very 

large number of speech sounds. However, no language makes use of 

all the sounds that can be produced by human beings. People 

speaking a particular language use only a limited number of speech 

sounds.  Every language makes its own selection of sounds and 

organizes them into characteristic patterns. This selection of 

sounds and their organization into significant units like syllables 

and words is the phonology of that language. Phonology described 

sounds only within the context of some specific language. Thus one 

can talk of the phonology of English, phonology of German, etc. 

B. Phonetics 

 ‗Phonetics‘ comes from the Greek word ‗phonetikos‘ and 

literally means ‗the uttering of sounds‘. In modern linguistics, 

phonetics is the scientific study of sounds. It describes sounds 

without restricting its attention to any one language. 

C. Speech Mechanism 

 The production of any speech sound involves the movement of 

the air-stream mechanism. By altering the flow of air, one can 

produce different sounds. 

Pulmonic Air-stream Mechanism 

 Speech sounds in general are uttered by releasing air out 

through the mouth or nose. Since lung air is pushed out in the 

production of these sounds, they are called Pulmonic Sounds. Since 

air is pushed out during this process, the mechanism involved is 

called Egressive. In almost all the languages, speech sounds are 

produced by the Pulmonic Egressive Air-stream Mechanism. All the 

sounds in English are produced this way. 
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 The air-stream mechanism can also be Ingressive in which air 

goes into the lungs. When air is sucked in with the ingressive 

mechanism, sounds such as Implosives heard in some African and 

American-Indian languages, and clicks heard in Bantu languages 

like Zulu and Xhosa result. 

ORGANS OF SPEECH 

 

LL  - Lips    F - Front of the tongue 

TT - Teeth   B - Back of the tongue 

TR - Teeth ridge  R - Roof of the tongue 

HP - Hard palate  E - Epiglottis 

SP - Soft palate  FP - Food passage 

U - Uvula   W - Windpipe 

P  - Pharynx   V - Vocal cords 

Bl - Blade of the tongue 
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The region of voice production extends from the diaphragm to the 

roof of the oral cavity. This area contains three important cavities: 

a) Pharyngeal cavity (throat) 

b) Oral cavity (mouth) 

c) Nasal cavity (nose) 

 The organs of speech that are most important are those that 

are movable-the vocal cords, soft palate, tongue and lips. These are 

called active articulators, and the others are called passive 

articulators. In fact, the tongue plays a major role in the 

modification of sounds. The word language itself is derived from the 

Latin word lingua meaning tongue. 

 Based on their function, the speech organs can be divided into 

three groups. They are: 

a) Respiratory system 

b) Phonatory system 

c) Articulatory system 

Respiratory System 

 This includes the lungs, the muscles which are used to 

expand and compress them, the bronchial tubes and the trachea or 

the windpipe. In this system the lungs supply the energy needed in 

the production of sounds. It initiates the process of getting the air 

moving. The air-stream from the lungs moves up through the 

windpipe and through the opening in the vocal cords. This system 

aids the process of Initiation of speech sounds. 

Phonatory System 

 The speech sounds are made by modifying the flow  of air as it 

is expelled from the lungs. The first point at which we can modify 
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the out-flowing stream of air is the larynx. It is a box-like structure 

in front of the throat. In some men, the larynx is prominent and is 

popularly called the Adam’s apple. It plays an important role in 

producing various kinds of phonation. Larynx contains a valve-like 

or lip-like opening made up of two membranous elastic tissues 

called vocal cords. The space or opening between the vocal cords is 

called Glottis. The vocal cords can be adjusted to various positions: 

 

a) If the vocal cords are wide apart in a ‗v‘ shape, the glottis is 

open. In this position, the air stream passes through without 

any obstruction. The sounds produced this way are called 

Voiceless sounds. /p/, /t/, /s/, /f/ are voiceless sounds. 

b) If the vocal cords are brought together and kept loosely close, 

the air pressure from the lungs may force the glottis to open. 

This causes the vocal cords to vibrate. The result is the 

production of a buzzing sound with audible friction, called 

Voice. This process is called Phonation and the sounds 

produced in this way are called Voiced sounds. All vowels, and 

consonants such as /b/, /d/, /g/, /z/ are voiced sounds in 

English. 

c) If the vocal cords are held tightly together, the glottis is 

completely closed. Such a position blocks the flow of air and 

traps it in the chest cavity. We often do this when lifting a 

heavy load to stabilize air pressure in the chest. The sounds 

thus produced are Glottal Stops. The initial sound heard in the 
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emphatic pronunciation of the word anyone is an example of 

Glottal Stop (/?/). 

 The voiced/voiceless distinction is an important one in 

English. There are two tests you can make use of to determine 

whether a sound is voiced or voiceless. Put a finger in each ear and 

pronounce a prolonged /z-z-z-z-z/. You can hear a buzzing sound. 

Contrast this with a prolonged /s-s-s-s-s-s/. Now the vibrations are 

not felt. The second test is to place your hand over the throat and 

pronounce these sounds. There is definite vibration for /z/ which is 

absent in /s/. 

Articulatory System 

 In the production of most sounds in English, the flow of air 

comes from the lungs and is released through the mouth after 

modifications. These modifications depend on the variations in the 

shape, and the position of the parts of the mouth. The chief organs 

in the oral cavity which bring out modifications are the following: 

 Mouth: In and around the mouth, there are a number of 

means for sound modifications-lips, teeth, tongue, gums or alveoli, 

hard palate, and soft palate. 

 The roof of the mouth can be divided into three parts the 

Alveolum or the teeth-ridge, the bony arch which is called the Hard 

Palate, and the Velum or Soft palate which can be raised or 

lowered. 

The Soft Palate 

 In the region of the soft palate, the flesh is soft and moveable. 

It is also called the velum. At the end of the soft palate or velum is 

the Uvula. The palate can be raised or lowered. This possibility 

brings about an important change in the nature of sounds-oral and 

nasal. 
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When the soft palate is raised so as to touch the back of the throat, 

the air passage through the nose is completely blocked. This is 

called Velic Closure. Consequently, the air coming from the lungs 

can only proceed through the mouth. Sounds produced with the 

velic closure are called Oral sounds. All English sounds excepting 

/m, n,  / are oral sounds. 

 

On the other hand, when the soft palate is lowered and the 

oral passage is closed, the air has to escape through the nose. Such 

sounds are called Nasal sounds. /m, n,   / are nasal sounds in 

English. 

 

When the soft palate is lowered and the oral passage is closed, 

air escapes partly  through the mouth and partly through the nose. 

The sound thus produced is said to be nasalized. The vowel sounds 
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heard in the French words bon and vin are examples of nasalized 

sounds. 

 

Tongue  

 Of all the movable parts in the oral cavity, the tongue is the 

most flexible. It is a muscular structure and does not have obvious 

division. For convenience of description, certain divisions may be 

made. When the tongue is at rest, 

a) the part opposite the hard palate is called the Front of the 

tongue; 

b) the part which is opposite the soft palate is called the Back of 

the tongue; 

c) the tapering section facing the teeth-ridge is called the Blade 

of the tongue, and 

d) the extreme end of the blade is called the Tip of the tongue. 

Lips 

 The lips constitute the orifice of the oral cavity when the nasal 

passage is closed. The shape of the lips affects the shape of the 

cavity. The different shapes of the lips can be: 

a) Spread e.g. the vowel in see 
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b) Open e.g. the vowel in park 

c) Neutral e.g. the vowel in get 

d) Open rounded e.g. the vowel in got 

e) Close rounded e.g. the vowel in do 

 The manner of articulation of various sounds depends upon 

the position of the movable speech organs-tongue, soft palate, and 

lips. 

CLASSIFICAITON AND DESCRIPTION OF SOUNDS 

 Generally sounds can be divided into ‗vowels‘ and 

‗consonants‘. Traditionally, ‗a, e, i, o, u‘ are cited as vowels and the 

others as consonants. This statement is based on spelling rather 

than on the fundamental nature of sounds. In English phonology, 

there are twenty vowel sounds and twenty four consonants. Thus 

there are forty four speech sounds in English. 

VOWELS 

 Vowels are sounds formed without any obstruction in the oral 

cavity. Vowels may be long or short. They are the nucleus in a 

syllable. They can stand alone. They may also occur with a 

consonant preceding or following. All vowels are soft, voiced and 

musical in effect. The vowels can be classified on the basis of the 

answer to the following questions: 

a) How high is the tongue? (the tongue height) 

b) Which part of the tongue is raised? (the part of the tongue 

raised) 

c) What is the position of lips? (lip position) 

The Tongue Height 

 The quality of the vowel is altered according to the height to 

which the tongue is raised. Those Vowels in the production of which 
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the tongue is as high as possible are called Close Vowels or High 

Vowels. 

e.g. /i: / in feet 

 /u: / in food 

 Those Vowels in the production of which the tongue is as low 

as possible are called Low Vowels or Open Vowels. 
e.g. /a: / in father 
 /a/ in hat 

 
The tongue height can be further divided into half-open and 

half-close position for accuracy. 
Part of the Tongue Raised 
 Vowels can also be classified according to the part of the 

tongue raised. Front Vowels are those in the production of which 
the front part of the tongue is raised towards the hard palate. 
e.g. /i: / in feet 
 /a / in hat 

 Back vowels are those in the production of which the back of 
the tongue is raised towards the soft palate. 
e.g. /u: / in food 
 /    / in all 

 Central vowels are those in the production of which the centre 
of the tongue is raised towards an intermediary position in the 
mouth i.e. in between the hard palate and the soft palate. 
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e.g. /  : / in bird 

 / Ù : / in cup 

This classification helps us to group vowels thus: 

Front Central Back 

i:    : u: 

I  u 

e     : 

   

  a : 

Lip Position 

 The quality of the vowel can also be altered by the lip position. 

Lip position refers to the degree of rounding and spreading of lips. 

Based on this, vowels can be classified into rounded and unrounded 

vowels. 

e.g. / i: / in beat (spread, unrounded lip position 

 / u: / in food (rounded lip position) 

The Vowel Diagram 

 

The Cardinal Vowel System 

 This is a scheme devised by the British Phonetician, Professor 

Daniel Jones. He posited that eight vowels could be used as points 
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of reference. With this framework, the vowel sounds in any 

language can be described. The reference points in the cardinal 

vowel system do not describe the vowels of any particular language. 

The basis of this system are the two extreme positions that the 

tongue can adopt. The area which can be felt by the tongue at its 

highest and lowest levels, and by its front and the back positions, is 

called the Cardinal vowel area. 

Let us recapitulate 

 

CARDINAL VOWELS 

 
Cardinal vowel No.1 represents the vowel sound produced with 

maximum tongue height. It is also a front vowel produced by the 

front part of the tongue raised towards the hard palate. No.5. 

represents the sound produced with the tongue as far back and as 

low as possible. The intermediary sounds are represented by No.2, 

No.3 and No.4, No.8. represents the highest point reached by the 

back of the tongue. In this position, the lips are rounded. Between 

No.8 and No.5 these are two points /o/ and /  / which are also 
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produced with lip rounding. These eight vowel sounds show the 

eight basic positions the tongue can assume. This system with five 

unrounded vowels and three rounded vowels is called the Primary 

Cardinal Vowel System. A secondary series of Cardinal Vowels can 

be obtained with the same tongue position but  by reversing the lip 

position. 

 The Cardinal vowel system therefore, uses an arbitrarily 

chosen set of actual sounds as reference points which can be used 

in the study of sounds of any language. 

Relevance of Cardinal Vowels 

 The Cardinal Vowel scale is useful for two reasons: 

a) Cardinal Vowels are not related to any particular vowels in a 

language. 

b) These reference points have been recorded and therefore, 

invariable. 

DIPHTHONGS 

 A diphthong may be defined as a vowel glide, the tongue 

moving from one vowel position towards another. 

 

In the production of a pure vowel, the organs of speech remain in a 

given position for an appreciable period of time and show only one 

direction of movement. The quality of the vowel thus produced 

remains stable and constant. 

e.g. /i: / in seat 
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 /u: / in food 

 /  : / in bird 

 Such vowels are called pure vowels or monophthongs. 

 In diphthongs, there is a combination of two vowels and a 

transition from one vowel towards another. In the production of 

diphthongs, the organs of speech start from the position of one 

vowel and move towards the other. The diphthongs in English are 

the following. 

/ei: / as in day 

/u: / as in foe 

/ai :/ as in time 

/au / as in cow 

/   / as in boy 

/ia / as in dear 

/ei / as in hair 

/ua / as in poor 

 Diphthongs are termed Rising diphthongs or Crescendo, if the 

second element is more prominent than the first. On the other 

hand, if the first element is louder or more prominent, the 

diphthongs are called Falling diphthongs or Decrescendo. All the 

eight diphthongs of English are normally, Falling Diphthongs. But 

two of them, /ia/ and /ua/become Rising Diphthongs in weak 

syllables or when the two vowel qualities belong to two syllables e.g. 

idiom, easier, influence, valuer. 

  

Diphthongs can also be classified according to the direction of the 

glide in relation to the vowel. 
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a) Diphthongs with a glide towards a central vowel are called 

Centring Diphthongs.  

e.g  /ia / , /ea /,  /ua / as in dear, air, poor 

b) Closing Diphthongs, are those in which the glide is towards a 

close vowel.  

E.g. / ei /,  /ai /,  /ci   /,   /   / as in bay, buy, boy, bought, low.  

Diphthongs may also be descried as follows. 

c) Diphthongs with a front glide are called Fronting Diphthongs.  

E.g. / ei /,  /ai /,   /ci  /, as in maid, bide, boy 

d) Diphthongs with a back glide are called Retracting 

Diphthongs. 

E.g.  /au/,  / au / as in cow, so 

 A diphthong consists of a single syllable because the glide is 

performed within a single chest pulse. Further, all diphthongs are 

treated as long vowels. 

PHONETIC SYMBOLS FOR ENGLISH SOUNDS 

Vowels 

Pure Vowels 

/i:/ as in eat, neat, tree 

/i/ as in innings, win, baby 

/e/ as in egg, pen, bell 

/    / as in ant, bat, man 

/  / as in umbrella, sun, son 

/ a:/ as in earth, bird, sir 

/ a / as in again, balloon, 

actor  
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/  u:/ as in ooze, moon, blue 

/ u  / as in look, cook 

/  :/ as in all, call, raw 

/ :/ as in ox, box 

/ a: / as in army, calm 

Diphthongs  

/ei/ as in aim, rain, pay 

/ai/  as in ice cream, fine, try 

/  ci / as in oil, soil, toy 

/ au/ as in only, boat, crow 

/au/ as in owl, shout, now 

/ia / as in ear, pierce, clear  

/ea / as in air, faery, care 

/ua / as in tourist, moor 

Description of Sounds-Consonants 

 A Consonant is a sound produced with an obstruction in the 

oral cavity. Consonants may be classified according to the following: 

a) the nature of the air-stream mechanism 

b) whether they are voiced or voiceless 

c) the name of the articulator 

d) the manner of articulation (oral/nasal) and 

e) the point of articulation 

a) Nature of Air-stream Mechanism 

 In the production of English speech sounds, it is the Pulmonic 

Air-stream Mechanism which is used. 
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b) Voiced or Voiceless 

 The vocal cords are held wide apart for voiceless sounds and 

kept loosely together allowing air to escape with vibration in voiced 

sounds. 

c) Name of Articulators 

 The principal articulators are the movable organs of speech 

the lower lip, the tongue, the soft palate or velum, the uvula, and 

the lower jaw. The tongue is divided into three parts –the tip, the 

blade, and the back. 

d) The Points of Articulation 

 The important points of articulation are the upper lip, the 

upper teeth, the alveolum (teeth-ridge) the hard palate, and the soft 

palate (velum). 

 Consonants may be classified into seven classes based on the 

articulator, and the point of articulation: 

(i) Labial sounds are produced using the lips. Bilabial sounds 

are articulated by the two lips. The articulator is the upper 

lip and the point of articulation is the lower lip. e.g. /p, m, 

b/ 

(ii) Dental sounds are articulated by the tip of the tongue 

against the teeth ridge. The articulator is the tip of the 

tongue and the point of articulation is the teeth ridge. E.g. 

/t /,    / 

(iii) Labio-dental sounds are produced by the lower lip against  

the upper teeth. The lower lip is the articulator and the  

upper teeth is the point of articulation. E.g. /f, v/ 

(iv) Alveolar sounds are produced with the tip of the tongue 

against the teeth ridge. The tip of the tongue is the 
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articulator and the teeth ridge is the point of articulation. 

E.g. /t, n/ 

(v) Palato-alveolar sounds are produced when the front part of 

the tongue is raised to a certain point of the hard palate 

behind the teeth-ridge. The articulator is the front part of 

the tongue. The teeth ridge or the hard palate is the point of 

articulation. E.g. /      / 

(vi) Palatal sounds are produced when the blade of the tongue 

touches the hard palate. The blade of the tongue is the 

articulator and the hard palate is the place of articulation. 

E.g. /j/ 

(vii) Velar sounds are produced when the back of the tongue 

touches the soft palate. E.g. / k,  g/ 

(viii) Glottal sounds are articulated in the glottis, which is closed 

during the process. E.g. /   / 

e) Manner of Articulation 

 The Consonants of English can also be classified into eight 

groups based on the manner of articulation. 

(i) Stops/Plosives are produced when there is a complete 

closure of the air-stream and a sudden removal of the 

obstruction. The air that is blocked explodes when the 

closure is released. E.g. /p, t, k/ 

The stops in which the air is stopped at the mouth by the  

complete  closure of lips. E.g. /p, b, m/  

Alevolar stops in which the air-stream is stopped by the 

tip of the tongue making a complete closure against the 

teeth ridge. e.g. /t, d, n/ 
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Velar stops in which the air-stream is stopped by the tip of 

the tongue making a complete closure against the soft 

palate. e.g. /k, g,   / 

(ii) Fricatives are sounds in which the air stream is not 

completely blocked but obstructed from flowing freely. The 

air passes through a narrow opening with a friction. E.g  /f, 

v, s, z/ 

(iii) Affricates are sounds which resemble the stops and the 

fricatives. There is complete closure followed by a slow 

release of the articulating organs.  E.g. /  t {  / dz 

(iv) Nasals are produced when the soft palate is lowered and 

there is complete closured of the oral passage. If the air is 

released through the nasal cavity, the sound produced is a 

nasal. E.g. /m, n,  n / 

(v) Laterals are produced when the air-stream passes over one 

or both sides of the tongue but not over the center of the 

tongue. E.g. / I  / 

(vi) Rolled or Trill sounds are produced when the uvula, the 

fleshy appending at the back of the tongue, is trilled i.e. 

there is a rapid succession of taps. These taps result when 

the tip of the tongue vibrates against the roof of the mouth. 

e.g. the rolled /r/ in drill, shrill etc. Rolled sounds are 

common in Spanish. 

(vii) Flaps are formed like the rolled consonants but consist of 

only a single flap.  e.g. /r/ in very. Here, the tongue flaps 

against the alveolar ridge once. 

(viii) Semi-Vowels are special consonants which share certain 

characteristics of vowels and hence called semi-vowels.  

E.g. /w, j/ 
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF CONSONANTS 

Place of Articulation 

Manner 

of 

articulat

ion 

Bilabi

lal 

Labi

o-

Den

tal 

Den

tal 

Alveol

ar 

Palat

o 

alveol

ar 

Pala

tal 

Vel

ar 

Glot

tal 

Plosives /p/  /t/    /k/  

V/less /b/  /d/    /g/  

V/d         

Fricative

s 

        

V/less  /f/ /Q/ /S/ /f/   /h/ 

V/d  /v/ /s/ /z/ /z/    

Affricates         

V/less     /tf/    

V/d     /dz/    

Nasal         

         

V/d /m/   /n/   /n/  

Rolled         

V/d    /r/     

Flapped         

V/d    /r/     

Lateral         

V/d    /I/     

Semi-         
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vowel 

V/d /w/     /j/   

 

Special Features of Semi-vowels 

a) Vowel-like, they do not involve any closure or friction in their 

articulation. 

b) Consonant-like, they do not occur centrally (as the nucleus) in 

a syllable. 

c) They are always either preceded or followed by a vowel.  

d) The duration of the semi-vowels is as short as that of a 

consonant. 

e) They are always preceded by the article, and never by an. e.g. 

a wasp, a one-eyed man a year, a European 

 Based on this classification one can describe the consonants 

of English. Given below is a simple description of consonants with 

three labels. 

Sound Description 

/p/ Voiceless bilabial stop 

/b/ Voiced bilabial stop 

/t/ Voiceless alveolar stop 

/d/ Voiced alveolar stop 

/k/ Voiceless velar stop 

/g/ Voiced velar stop 

/f/ Voiceless  labio-dental 

fricative 

/v/ Voiced  labio-dental fricative 
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/  / Voiceless  dental fricative 

/   / Voiced dental fricative 

/s/ Voiceless  palato alveolar 

fricative 

 

/z/ Voiced palato -alveolar 

fricative 

/ f   / Voiceless  palato -alveolar 

fricative 

/  z / Voiced  palato -alveolar 

fricative 

/h/ Voiceless  glottal fricative 

/m/ Voiced bilabial nasal 

/n/ Voiced alveolar nasal 

/  n / Voiced velar nasal 

/r/ Frictionless continuant 

/I/ Lateral 

/ ts    / Voiceless palato-alveolar 

affricate 

/  dz  / Voiced palato-alveolar 

affricate 

/j/ Voiced front semi-vowel (glide) 

/w/ Voiced back semi-vowel (glide) 

 

English consonants with Examples 

/ p/ as in pin, happy, cap 
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/b/ as in bin, bought, nip 

/t/ as in tin, button, cut  

/d/ as in din, border, road 

/k/ as in king, pocket, park 

/g/ as in gun, mango, jug 

/ts / as in chin, future, watch 

/ dz/ as in jam, magic, badge 

/f/ as in file, coffee, laugh 

/v/ as in valley, evening, 

leave 

/ / as in thin, method, path 

/ s / as in then, brother, 

breathe 

/s/ as in sit, ask, bus 

 

/z/ as inxerox, puzzle, buzz 

/ S  / as in ship, machine, 

each 

/ z / as in genre, treasure, 

adage 

/h/ as in hate, heart 

/m/ as in moon, camel, hum 

/n/ as in nail, funny, pen 

/ n / as in ring, bangle, song 

/ l /  as in luck, colour, shawl 

/r/ as in run, parrot 
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/j/ as in yes, pure, year 

/w/ as in woman, water, 

sweater 

 

SYLLABLE 

 In the study of sound system, a ‗syllable’ is recognized as the 

basic unit. The unit at a higher level than that of the phoneme (or 

the sound segment), and yet distinct from the unit of the morpheme 

or that of the word is called the ‗syllable’. A syllable can be 

explained, in terms of what is called the ‗pulse theory‘. When we 

speak, the air from the lungs does not come out in a continuous 

stream; the muscles of the chest push the air out in small puffs at 

the rate of approximately five times a second, and each puff 

produces a syllable. The ‗pulse theory‘ suggests that the syllable 

rather than the phoneme is the basic unit of speech. 

B. Monosyllabic and polysyllabic words 

 We can say that one or more syllables go into the making of a 

word. Words like ‗I‘, ‗girl‘, ‗chair‘ and ‗doll‘ have only one syllable 

each. Words having only one syllable are called monosyllabic words. 

Words like ‗teacher‘, ‗letter‘, ‗pencil‘ and ‗forget‘ have two syllables. 

Words with two syllables are called disyllabic words. Words with 

three syllables (eg., ‗remember‘, ‗cucumber‘, ‗beautiful‘) are called 

trisyllabic words. Words like ‗education‘. ‗population‘ and 

‗competition‘ have four syllable which are called tetrasyllabic words. 

Words like ‗examination‘, ‗originality‘ and ‗punctually‘ have more 

than four syllables. Such words having more than four syllables are 

called polysyllabic words.  

C. Syllabic structure 

 In every syllable, there is a vowel or a diphthong which is the 

peak. The consonant before the peak are called the onset or 

arresting consonants. The consonants after the peak are called the 

coda or releasing consonants. 
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E.g /b r   : t/  (brought) 

 In this word the vowel /   / is the peak. /br/ are the arresting 

consonants and /t/ is the releasing consonant. In any given 

syllable, a vowel or a diphythong it present. There cannot be a 

syllable without the peak, i.e. the vowel or the diphthong. On the 

other hand, the presence of the consonants is optional. 

e.g I (single syllable) 

 tea (single syllable) 

 teacher (two syllables) 

 t-t (not a syllable) 

VOWELS AND CONSONANTS 

 Vowels and consonants differ in their functions in a word. A 

word may be described in terms of its syllable structure with 

reference to vowels and consonants. 

e.g.    /  a   /  /in/      /bit/ 

 V     VC    CVC 

 The syllable that ends with a vowel is called on Open syllable. 

The syllable that ends with a consonant is called a Closed syllable. 

The following are some consonant clusters in English: 

 

 

 

Initial Clusters Example 

a) cc spit 

 skin 

 slow 
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 smash 

 snap 

 stint 

 swine 

 free 

 fly 

 prone 

 play 

 trunk 

 cube 

 draw 

 mew 

 news 

 huge 

 view 

b)  ccc splash 

 street 

 skewer 

 squire 

 sclerosis 

 

a) cc cats, begs, rubbed, lifts, 

camp, task, apt, belt, pact, 

warmth 

b) ccc camps, text, prompt,  
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c) cccc Texts, prompts 

VOCOID AND CONTOID 

 The American linguist Kenneth Pike introduced the terms 

vocoids and contoids to differentiate sounds on the basis of their 

phonetic form. For instance, the semi vowels /j/ and /w/ are vowel-

like in many ways. (Refer to the section on semi-vowels). They are 

called vocoids. Since they do not occupy the nuclear position in a 

syllable, they are non-syllabic in function. Both /j/ and /w/ can be 

described as non-syllabic vocoids. 

e.g. wet, water, yam, yacht 

 On the other hand, consonants like /m/, /n/, and /l/ 

function like a vowel in certain syllables. 

e.g. sudden rhythm bottle 

 /s  -dn/ /ri-  m/ /b   -tl/ 

 All the three words cited have two syllables. In the second 

syllable, there is no vowel. The /m/, /n/, and /l/ are consonants in 

form but have syllabic function in contexts such as these. Hence 

/m/, /n/, and /l/ can be described as syllabic contoids.  

E. Syllabic division 

 Traditionally, syllable division is marked with a hyphen. Eg:-

take, ‘care-less’ ‘en-joy’, state-ment’. Of course, such a division is 

the orthographic representation of a word, runs into difficulties. For 

instance, in the word ‗example‘, the letter ‗x‘ represents two sounds 

/g/ and /z/; and in several cases, /g/ is part of the first syllable 

and /z/ is part of the second syllable. It is not possible to mark the 

syllable division then. Therefore, it is better to mark the syllable 

division in the phonetic transcription of words. 
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WORD STRESS AND SENTENCE STRESS 

INTRODUCTION: 

Stress is a dynamic feature of language. It is a ‗prosodic’ or 

‗supra-segmental‘ feature. It refers to the intensity with which a 

sound is uttered in comparison with other sounds in a unit. 

 In any English word which has more than one syllable, one of 

the syllables is always said with greater force than the remaining 

syllables in the same word. The word ‗forget’ is stressed on the 

second syllable, ‗cigarette’ is stressed on the third syllable and 

‗examination’ on the fourth. The syllable which is pronounced more 

forcibly than the neighbouring syllables are called stressed syllable. 

Syllables which are pronounced without much force are called 

unstressed syllable. 

 One can distinguish several degrees of stress when a word is 

uttered. For eg. In the word ‗qualification‘ / kwj : lifikeij(a)n / one 

can distinguish five degrees of stress -/kei/ is heard loudest; the 

rest of the syllables are pronounced not so prominently. 

B. Word Stress – Primary stress and Secondary stress 

 In several English polysyllabic words, more than one syllable 

may be prominent. For example, in the word ‗denomination‘ 

/dinc:mineis(a)n / we find the fourth syllable /nei/ receiving the 

maximum prominence; and the other syllables of the word /di/, /n  

:/, /mi/ and /    n/ are pronounced with less prominence than the 

two /n   :/ and /nei/. 

 The syllable on which a pitch movement begins is said to have 

the primary stress. Any other prominent syllable is said to have 

secondary stress. Primary stress is marked with a vertical bar above 

and in front of the syllable to which it refers. Secondary stress is 

marked with a vertical bar below and in front of the syllable. Given 

below are a few polysyllabic English words receiving both the 

primary and the secondary stress: 
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educate ‗edjukeit 

recognize ‗rekaghaiz 

international ‗inta‘nasanal 

categorical ‗kati‘gc:rikal 

Fixed stress pattern  

 The stress pattern of English words is fixed. Primary stress is 

always on a particular syllable for a given word in English. Given 

below is a list of words receiving stress on the first syllable. 

 

Words given below receive stress on the second syllable: 

Behind  

Delight  

Result  

Allot  

Words given below receive stress on the third syllable: 

Understand  

Entertain  

Recommend  

coincide  

In the words given below, the primary stress is thrown back to 

the syllable carrying secondary stress in isolation, if in connected 

speech, a strong accent follows closely. 

‗thirteen but ‗thir,teen ‗shillings 

table  

author  

Dentist  
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‗west‘minister, but ‗west, minster, ‗Abbey 

‗full‘ grown, but a ‗full, grown ‗man  

‗after ‗noon, but ‗after, noon ‗tea 

C. Stress –shift 

 A large number of words in English  have the accent marked 

on the same syllable in both the derivative and the word from which 

it is derived. Note the following examples: 

'beauty - 'beautiful 

'woman - 'womanish 

a'chieve - A'chievement 

'author - 'authorship 

at'tend - at'tender 

 

However, there are words in English, the derivatives of which take 

the accent on syllables different from that of the given word. An 

example: 

'politics (Primary accent on the first 

syllable) 

po'litical (Primary accent on the second 

syllable) 

po'litician (Primary accent on the third 

syllable) 

Other examples are: 

(a) a'cademy (Primary accent on the 

second syllable) 

 aca'demic (Primary accent on the third 

syllable) 
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 acade'mician (Primary accent on the 

fourth syllable) 

(b) 'photograph (Primary accent on the first 

syllable) 

 pho'tographer (Primary accent on the 

second syllable) 

 photo'graphic (Primary accent on the third 

syllable) 

(c) ex'amine (Primary accent on the 

second syllable) 

 exami'nee (Primary accent on the third 

syllable) 

 exami'nation (Primary accent on the 

fourth syllable) 

(d) In'ferior (Primary accent on the 

second syllable) 

 Inferi'ority (Primary accent on the 

fourth syllable) 

(e) 'advertise (Primary accent on the first 

syllable) 

 ad'vertisement (Primary accent on the 

second syllable) 

(f) 'nation (Primary accent on the first 

syllable) 

 'national (Primary accent on the first 

syllable) 

 natio'nality (Primary accent on the 

second syllable) 

 nationa'listic (Primary accent on the third 
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syllable) 

2. Stress Change according to function 

 There are a relatively small number of disyllabic words in 

English which are characterized by a shift of stress prominence. In 

these words, the accent depends upon whether the words are used 

as nouns/adjectives or as verbs. The accent is on the first syllable if 

the word is a noun or an adjective; the accent is on the second 

syllable if the word is used as a verb. Examples are: 

 

Word Noun-

Adjective 

Verb 

absent  /‘absent / /‘absent / 

combine / ‗kambein / / ‗kam‘bein / 

compress / kampres / / kam‘pres / 

concert / kcnsat / / kcn‘sat / 

conduct /‘kcndvkt / /‘kcn‘dvkt / 

consort /‘kcnsa:t / /‘kcn‘sa:t / 

contract / ‗kcntrakt / / ‗kcn‘trakt / 

convict /‘kcnvikt / / ‗kcn‘vikt / 

desert /‘dezat / / ‗de‘zat / 

digest /‘daidzest / / ‗dai‘dzest / 

export /‘ekspc:t / / ‗iks‘pc:t / 

frequent / ‗frikwent / / ‗fri :‘kwent / 

import / ‗impc:t / / ‗im‘pc:t / 

object / ‗cbdzikt / / ‗ab‘dzikt / 

perfect / ‗pa:fikt / / ‗pa‘fikt / 
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permit / ‗pa:mit / / ‗pa‘mit / 

present / ‗presant / / ‗pri‘zant / 

produce / ‗prcdju:s/ / ‗prcd‘ju:s/ 

progress / ‗praugris / / ‗pra‘ugris / 

project / pradzikt / / pra‘dzikt / 

protest / ‗pratest / / ‗pra‘test / 

rebel / ‗rebl / / ‗ri‘bel / 

record / ‗rekad / / ‗ri‘kad / 

refuse / ‗refju:s/ / ‗ri‘fju:s/ 

segment / ‗segment / / ‗seg‘ment / 

subject / ‗svbgzikt / / ‗sab‘gzikt / 

survey / ‗sa:vei / / ‗sa‘vei / 

However, remember that there are several disyllabic words in 

English which do not conform to the general noun/adjective-verb 

accentual pattern distinction. Examples are comment, contact, limit, 

order, remark, visit, detail, etc., which are accented on the same 

syllable whether they are used as noun/adjective or verb. 

3. Accent in Compound words 

 In compound words, that is, in words made up of two words, 

the primary accent generally falls on one of the two elements. It is 

usually the first. Examples: 

'apple-tree 'lifeboat 

'bookshelf 'mailbag 

'crossword 'postman 

'daybreak 'midnight 

'dining-room 'pickpocket 
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'footprint 'raincoat 

'hairbrush 'schoolmaster 

'goldsmith 'tea-party 

The compound words with - ever and – self as the second elements, 

however, take the accent on the second element. 

Examples: 

when'ever my'self 

wher'ever him'self 

how'ever her'self 

what'ever your'self 

who'ever them'selves 

which'ever our'selves 

There are other compounds in which both the elements are 

accented, but the primary accent is on the second element. (The 

primary or the tonic accent is shown by an oblique bar pointing 

downwards, and the pre-tonic accent by a vertical bar). 

Examples: 

'after-'noon 'home-'made 

'good-'looking 'second-'hand 

'bad-'tempered 'post-'graduate 

'old-'fashioned 'Vice-'Chancellor 

'absent-'minded 'long-'lived 

 'north-'west 
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(Note that in connected speech, one of these two accents is dropped 

to suit the rhythm of the utterance). 

D. Sentence Stress 

 In individual word, stress falls on the same syllable, 

irrespective of the speaker who use it. But in connected speech, the 

sentence rhythm often overrides word stress.  

Eg. The word ‗over’ as an individual word is stressed on the first 

syllable. But in the following sentence ‗It’s over an hour since he 

came‘, ‗over’ loses stress. Instead the first syllable of the word ‗hour‘ 

gets stressed. 

 Though there cannot be a direct, simple answer to the 

question ‗what kind of words are stressed in a sentence‘ there are 

certain general directions‘. 

a) Grammatical words of one syllable are not stressed. Eg. 

Pronouns (I, you, be, she, it, they), articles (a, an, the), 

prepositions (to, at, from, etc), conjunctions and Auxiliaries. 

b) Content words which carry information are stressed. 

Eg.Nouns, Full verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs. 

c) Syllables which are not stressed carry the vowel /   / 

The pattern of sentence-stress mostly depends on 

(i) The rhythmic feature of English 

(ii) Meaning and 

(iii) Tendency of the speaker 

 

 

In English, stressed syllables occur at regular intervals. Observe 

the following sentence. 

I could ‘hardly be’lieve my’ eyes. 
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Here there are three stressed syllables with a number of 

unstressed syllables in between. The unstressed syllables are 

said quickly whereas the time taken to utter the stressed 

syllables is longer. In the sentence as a whole, there is a rhythm, 

with the stressed syllables occurring at regular intervals. 

Consider the following sentences. 

(1) ‘John’s friend ‘Tom has ‘just re’turned from a ‘trip a’ broad. 

(2) It would have been ‗better not to have ‗taken it‘ seriously. 

In the first sentence we have ten words, seven of which are 

stressed. In the second sentence, of the eleven words, only three 

are stressed. Note that in an extended dialogue in normal 

conversational style, the number of unstressed syllables tend to 

exceed that of those carrying stress. Here are a few more 

examples. 

(1) He ‗came late ‗to the ‗office. 

(2) You have ‗wasted your oppor‘tunities. 

(3) He is a ‗clever poli‘tician. 

(4) They are pre‘paring for the exami‘nation. 

E. Conclusion 

 The most important point to remember is that in English 

speech, stressed and unstressed syllables occur at regular intervals 

of time. Stressed syllables are pronounced carefully and unstressed 

syllables are pronounced rapidly. It is this regularity of occurrence 

of the stressed syllables that gives English her characteristic 

rhythm. It is what is called the stress timed rhythm of the English 

language. If this feature is neglected, that is, if the unstressed 

syllables are given more time than is due to them, the characteristic 

rhythm of English  will be lost, and it will result in a speech 

sounding un-English. 

A. Introduction 
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 Each language possesses its own tune and melody. There 

cannot be any language in which all the syllables are uttered in the 

same monotonous note. The tunes that characterize the pitch range 

in a language constitute the intonation pattern of that language. 

Languages that use pitch syntactically are called intonation 

language. English is one example of an Intonation language. 

 Intonation plays an important role in communication. 

a) It helps to distinguish different kinds of sentences such as 

statements, questions, commands and requests. 

e.g. He is ‗here (Statement) 

 He is ‗here (question) 

b) It indicates the speaker‘s attitude and feelings at the moment. 

c) It can focus attention on information. 

C) Types of Intonation in English 

 There are three basic Intonations in English they are: 

(i) Falling Intonation (indicated by    /  ) 

(ii) Rising Intonation (indicated by     \ ) 

(iii) Fall-Rise Intonation (indicated by       ) 

Falling Intonation 

 Statements and commands are generally spoken with a falling 

intonation. 

e.g. She ‗seems very ‗nice. 

 ‗Open the ‗window. 

It is also used in pronominal questions with wh-words and tag 

questions. 

e.g. ‗Who ‗gave you the ‗book? 

 It is ‗raining, ‗isn‘t it? 
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It is also used in commands. 

e.g. ‗Don‘t ‗eat it 

 ‗Finish your ‗work. 

Rising Intonation 

 A rising tone is used in incomplete utterance, often the first 

clause of a sentence. 

e.g. ‗When I ‗went there, ‗it was ‗dark. 

 Luckily, ‗the ‗snake‘ didn‘t ‗bite me. 

It is used in yes / no questions. 

e.g. Is he ‗late? 

‗Are you ‗listening to me? 

It is used in wh-questions asked with warmth and intimacy. 

e.g ‗How is your ‗daughter? 

 ‗What‘s the ‗time? 

It is used in polite requests or encouraging invitations. 

e.g. ‗Come here ‗please. 

 ‗Could I borrow your ‗book? 

Fall-rise Intonation 

 The use of this tone involves a moderately high to low fall, 

followed by rise in the pitch from low to medium. This tone is used 

for special implications not verbally expressed. The term ‗special 

implications‘ can include insinuations, veiled insult, apology, 

unpleasant news, happiness, reassurance, or doubt on the part of 

the speaker as to the validity of his remark. 

e.g. She is   clever  (she is clever but not dependable). 
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Your essay is very   good (though your essay is good is not 

interesting) 

D. Tone groups 

 While speaking, we normally, divide long utterances into small 

groups which are called ‗breath groups‘ or ‗sense groups‘ or ‗tone 

groups‘ A breath group is that stretch of speech between ‗two 

pauses‘ made in the speech. Sentences like ‗It‘s raining‘ or ‗What‘s 

your name‖‘ can be said without any pause in single breath group. 

But long sentences like the following are uttered in two or more 

breath groups according to the length of the sentence. 

(i) If you find English grammar difficult/consult your teacher. 

(ii) When I went there, / he was sleeping 

 In the sentences above, there are two tone groups. 

 A sentence may have more than two tone groups. 

e.g. Your help not  forth-coming, / I may give up this pursuit/and 

go looking for newer avenues.  

 The most prominent syllable in a tone group on which the 

pitch movement is initiated is called the ‗nucleus’. The first accented 

syllable in the tone group is called the ‗head’. The syllables between 

the head and the nucleus-both accented and unaccented-constitute 

the body of the tone group. The syllables before the first accented 

syllable comprise the ‗pre-head‘, and those after the nucleus 

constitute the ‗tail’.  
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Examples: 

Pre head Head Body Nucleus Tail 

I ‗hope you ‗like it 

 ‗Go and ‗get me 

some 

‗wa ter 

That ‗girl looks very ‗beau tiful 

E. CONCLUSION 

 Intonation of English is a difficult area for non-native learners 

like us. Years of constant practice, and listening to those who have 

had exposure to the native varieties of English may help us gain 

some mastery over this complex aspect of spoken  English. In this 

regard we must pay particular attention to: 

1. The choice of words upon which the speaker‘s stress and 

accent (primary and secondary) fall and the situation of the 

nucleus. This placing of the accent in connected speech will 

usually be determined by the meaning which is to be 

conveyed. 

2. The rhythmic nature of connected English. The accented 

syllables follow each other at roughly equal intervals of time; 

the intervening, unaccented syllables are said rapidly. 

3. The related weakening of unaccented words. E.g. the 

appropriate use of weak forms (discussed in the previous 

lesson). 

4. Division of the utterance into tone-groups. 

5. Choice of the nucleus, that is, the syllable on which the pitch 

movement is initiated-the most important syllable from the 

point of view of meaning. If no word is particularly important 

in a tone group, the last prominent syllable in that tone-group 

will be nucleus. 
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6. The choice of the appropriate tone (falling tone, rising tone, 

falling-rising tone). This will depend upon what the speaker 

wants to convey-what emotional attitude has to be conveyed to 

the reader. 

TRANSCRIPTION 

A. Introduction 

 English spelling is not phonetic. There is no one to one 

correspondence between the letters of the alphabet and the sounds 

they represent. In the ‗phonetic alphabet‘, each symbol represents 

‗one sound‘. And each sound has only ‗one symbol‘. Knowledge of 

‗phonemes‘ and ‗allophones‘ would be of use to the learners in order 

to understand transcription. 

B. Phoneme 

 A phoneme is ‗a minimal distinctive unit of sound‘.  Each 

language has a large number of sound segments, but the number of 

distinctive items in the vowel and the consonant systems is always 

much smaller. In English, there are 44 speech sounds. These 

distinctive sound units are called phonemes. 

C. Allophone 

 Allophones are the members of a phoneme. For example, (k) 

and (k) are the all phones of the phoneme /k/; (p) and (p  ) are the 

allophones of the phoneme /p/; similarly (t) and (t   ) are the 

allophones of the phoneme /t/. 

D. Transcription 

 Transcription is the written representation of the sounds of a 

language. There are two types of Transcription – (1) phonemic 

transcription and  

(2) phonetic transcription. 

D1. Phonemic Transcription 

 Phonemic transcription is the most common and the least 

cumbersome method of clear indication of the spoken language. 
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Also called ‗linguistically broad‘, it is based on the principle of ‗one 

symbol per phoneme‘. In phonemic transcription, the symbol for 

each phoneme is placed within slanting lines or slashes. The 

phonemic transcription indicates only the phonemes. The 

allophonic variations in the pronunciation of the phonemes are not 

indicated in this transcription. Hence in this transcription the 

symbol /p/ is used in both ‗pin’ and ‗spin’. 

D2. Phonetic transcription 

 A Phonetic or allophonic transcription indicates the allophonic 

variants of the given phoneme. In words like ‗pin’ and ‗spin’ the /p/ 

sounds heard are phonetically different from each other. Word-

initially, consonants like /p, t, k/ are accompanied by a puff of air 

called aspiration. If we want to transcribe /p/ in ‗pin‘ phonetically, 

it would be like (p  in). Phonetic transcription is also called ‗Narrow 

transcription‘. It aims at accuracy and sharpness of the spoken 

realization of a sound. 

D3. (i) Given below are a few examples of both phonemic and 

phonetic transcriptions: 

Word Phonemic 

Transcription 

Phonetic 

Transcription 

cook /kuk/ (khuk) 

Two /tu:/ (thu:) 

pick /pik/ (phik) 

Kick /kik/ (khik) 

 

(ii) Transcription I-Practice 

 Given in the following pages are words, most of them 

monosyllabic, are their phonemic transcriptions, for practising 

contrasts in vowels and consonants, as well as for practice in 

Transcription. 
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1. Consonants – Consonant Contrasts 

a. /f/  and  /v/   

 fast /fa:st/ vast /va:st/  

 feel /fi:/ veal /vi:/  

 ferry /feri/ very /veri/  

 fan /faen/ van /van/  

 few /fju:/ view /vju:/  

 file /fail/ vile /vail/  

 fail /feil/ veil /veil/  

 leaf /li:f/ Leave /li:v/  

 proof /pru:f/ prove /pri:v/  

 life /laif/ live /laiv/  

 off /  c: f/ of /c v/  

b. / Q  /   and /  S  /   

 thin  /oin/ then / S  en/  

 think /Qij k/ this  / Sis/  

 thank  /Qank That  / Sat  

 thought  /Qc:t those / Sauz / 

 thief / Qi:f/ these / si:z / 

 author / c:Qa / leather / leSa / 

 faith / feiQ / bathe / beiQ / 

 growth / grauQ / loath / lauS / 
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 tooth / tu:Q / smooth / smu:S/ 

 both/ bauQ / clothe / klauS / 

c. /s/   and  /z/   

 sink /si  k/ zinc / zink / 

 sue  /su:/ zoo  /zu:/  

 seal /si:l/ zeal /zi:l/  

 said /sed/ zed /zed/  

 bus / b Ù s/ buzz /b Ù z/  

 loose /lu:s/ lose /lu:z/  

 price /prais/ prize /praiz/  

 niece /ni:s/ knees /ni:z/  

 place /pleis/ plays /pleiz/  

 ass /aes/    /aez/  

 lacy /leisi/ lazy /leizi/  

 coarse /k  :s/ cause /k  :z /  

d. /S /  and /Z /   

 pressure /prefa / treasure /treza    /  

 precious /‘prefas/ in‘vasion /inveizan/  

 short   /fc:t/ measure  /meza /  

 shed  / fed/ decision  /di‘sizn/  

 shine  /Sain/ garage /gaera :z / 

 should  /fud/ vision   /vi zn/  
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 shop  /scp / closure  / clc:za / 

 show  /sau / erasure  / ireiza / 

 ocean  /ausn / pleasure  / pleza /  

 mission  /mi sn / leisure  / eza / 

 shame  /seim / usual  / ju:zual / 

 nation  /neisn / revision  / rivizn / 

 Punish  /pani s/ division  / divizn / 

 machine  /masi ; n / collision / kalizn / 

 patient  /peisant /  illusion  / ilu:zn / 

e. /p/  and /b/   

 peak  /pi:k/ beak /bi:k/  

 pack /paek/ back /baek/  

 port / pc:t bought / bc:t / 

 pride  /praid/ bride /braid/  

 pit /pit/ bit /bit/  

 park /pa:k/ bark /ba:k/  

 pull /pul/ bull /bul/  

 happy / haepi/ shabby / sabi / 

 paper /peipa / labour  / leiba / 

 simple  /simpl/ symbol /simbl/  

 repel /ri‘pel/ rebel (v) /ri‘bel/  

f. /t/   and /d/   
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 two /tu: / do /du: /  

 ten /ten/ den /den/  

 ton /t   n/ done /d   n/  

 tie  /tai/ die /dai/  

 town /tawn/ down /daun/  

 bet /bet/ bed /bed/  

 late /leit/ laid /leid/  

 sight /sait/ side /said/  

 heart /ho:t/ hard /haid/  

 writer /rait  / rider /raid  /  

g. /k/   and /g/   

 cave /keiv/ gave /geiv/  

 curl / ka : / girl / ga : l / 

 cap /kaep/ gap /gaep/  

 class /kla:s/ glass /gla:s/  

 card /ka:d/ guard /ga:d/  

 could /kud/ good /gud/  

 crow /kr   u/ grow /gr  u/  

 coal / kaul / goal / gaul / 

 pack /paek/ bag / baeg /  

 broke / breuk/ rogue / raug / 

 lock / ck / log / cg /  
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h. /t  /  and /d/   

 chin / t  sin/ gin /dzin/  

 cheer  /tsia / jeer  /dzia 

 choice / tscis / rejoice / ridzcis / 

 choke / tsauk / joke / dzauk / 

 chest / tsest / jest / dzest / 

 rich / rits / ridge / ridz / 

 fetch / fets / edge /edz / 

 search  / s a:ts /  surge  / sa:dz / 

 watch  /wc:ts / lodge / c:dz /  

l. /p/  and /f/   

 pan /paen/ fan /faen/  

 past  /pa:st/ fast /fa:st/  

 paint /peint/ faint /feint/  

 pig /pig/ fig /fig/  

 pull /pul/ full /ful/  

j. /b/   and /v/   

 best /best/ vest /vest/  

 bent /bent/ vent /vent/  

 bat /baet/ vat /vaet/  

 ban /baet/ van /vaen/  

 boat /baut/ vote / vaut / 
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k. /t/  and /Q /   

 tin /tin/ thin /  in/  

 tie /tai/ thigh /  ai/  

 tank / tank/ thank / Qank / 

 taught / tc:t / thought / Qc:t /  

 boat / baut / both / brauQ / 

 trill /tril/ thrill / Qril / 

l. /d/  and / S /   

 den /den/ then /sen/  

 dine /dain/ thine /sain/  

 load / laud loathe / laus / 

 laid /leid/ lathe /lei  / S / 

 bladder  /blaedr / blather /  blaSa / 

m.  /ts  /  and /s/   

 chip  /tsip /  sip /sip/  

 church / tsa:ts / search / sa:ts/ 

 chill / tsil / sill /sil/  

 cheer /tsia / sear /sea / 

n. /d  /  and /z/   

 just  /dzjust / zest /zest/  

 jew / dzu: / zoo /zu: /  

 budge / bvdz / buzz /bvz/  
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 wage / weidz   / ways /weiz/  

 rage /reidz  / raise  /reiz/  

o. /v/   and  /w/   

 vie /vai/ why /wai/  

 veal /vi:l/ wheel /wi:l/  

 vest /vest/ west /west/  

 vend /vend/ wend /vend/  

 vine /vain/ wine /wain/  

p. /s/  and / s /   

 sip /sip/ ship /  sip/  

 sift /sift/ shift  / sift / 

 sea  /si: / she / si : / 

 ass  / as ash  / as / 

 same /seim/ shame /  seim/  

2. Vowel - Vowel Contrasts   

a. /i: /  and /i/   

 seat /si:t/ sit /sit/  

 heal /hi:l/ hill /hil/  

 dean /di:n/ din /din/  

 reach /ri:   ts  / rich / rits /  

 bead  /bi:d / bid /bid/  

 meal /mi:l/ mill /mil/  

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP  COACHING CENTER-PG TRB ENGLISH DHARMAPURI  -9600736379. 

 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                        9994098972 Page 140 
 

 green /gri:n/ grin /grin/  

b. /i: /  and /ei/   

 meal /mi:l/ mail /meil/‗  

 kneel /ni:l/ nail /neil/  

 seal /si:l/ sail /seil/  

 heal /hi:l/ hail /heil/  

 teak /tilk/ take /teik/  

 sheep / si:p/ shape / seip/  

c. /i: / and / ia   

 bead /bi:d/ beard /bi  d/  

 fee /fi: / fear / fia / 

 bee /bi: / beer / bia / 

 see / si: / seer / sia / 

 knee /ni: / near / nia / 

 me  /mi: / mere /mi  /  

d. /i/  and /ei/   

 mill /mil/ mail /meil/  

 tick /tik/ take /teik/  

 sin /sin/ sane /sein/  

 hit /hit/ hate /heit/  

 fit /fit/ fate /feit/  

e. /i/  and /e/   
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 will /wil/ well /wel/  

 tin /tin/ ten /ten/  

 mint /mint/ meant /ment/  

 hid /hid/ head /hed/  

 miss /mis/ mess /mes/  

 middle /midl/‗ meddle /medl/  

 bitter /bit  / better /bet  /  

f. /ei/  and /e/   

 main /mein/ men /men/  

 saint /seint/ sent /sent/  

 sale /seil/ sell /sel/  

 wait /weit/ wet /wet/  

 later /leita / letter /leta /  

g. /ei/  and /ae/   

 main /mein/ man /maen/  

 rain /rein/ ran /raen/  

 brain /brein/ bran /braen/  

 hate /heit/ hat /haet/  

 mate /meit/ mat /maet/  

 rate /reit/ rat /raet/  

 made /meid/ mad /maed/  

 glade /gleid/ glad /glaed/  
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h. /ei/  and /e  /   

 hay  /hei/ hair /her  

 bay /bei/ bare / bEr  

 ray /rei/ rare / Rae 

 day /dei/ dare /de /  

i. /ae/  and /a: /   

 back /baek/ bark /ba:k/  

 cat /kaet/ cart/ka:t/  

 hat /haet/ heart /ha:t/  

 pack /paek/ park /pa:k/  

j. /V /  and / C /   

 cut /kvt/ cot /kct/  

 cuff  /kvf/ cough  /kcf/  

 lust /lvst/ lost  /lcst/  

 rung /rvn  / wrong  /wrong  /  

k.  /a: /  and / c /   

 last /la:st/ lost /lcst/  

 glass /gla:s/ gloss /glcs / 

 balm /ba:m/ bomb /b  m/  

l. / c /  and   / au /   

 cot / kct/ coat  /kaut/  

 dot /dct/ dote /daut/  

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP  COACHING CENTER-PG TRB ENGLISH DHARMAPURI  -9600736379. 

 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                        9994098972 Page 143 
 

 got  /gct/ goat / gaut/  

 rot /rct/ wrote  /wraut/  

 cost  /kcst/ coast  /kaust/  

m. /ai/  and / ci/   

 buy  /bai/ boy /bc i/  

 tie /tai/ toy  /t ci/  

 tile / tail/ toil / t c il/  

 bile  /bail/ boil /b c il/  

 file /fail/ foil /f c il/  

n. /i a /  and /    /   

 here /hi  / hare  /hea    /  

 fear  /fia / fair /fea   /  

 dear  /dia  / dare  /dea    /  

 steer  /stia  / stare /stea    /  

 rear  /ria   / rare  /rea   /  

 beer  /bia  / bare  / bea   /  

 mere /mia  / mare /mea   / 
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                    LINGUISTICS 
 
1. The study of the structure and uses of language. 
2. The scientific study of language. It has produced many 
specialized fields of study such as phonetics, grammar, and 
semantics. 

Each human language is a complex of knowledge and abilities 
enabling speakers of the language to communicate with each other, 
to express ideas, hypotheses, emotions, desires, and all the other 
things that need expressing. Linguistics is the study of these 
knowledge systems in all their aspects: how is such a knowledge 
system structured, how is it acquired, how is it used in the 
production and comprehension of messages, how does it change 
over time? Linguists consequently are concerned with a number of 
particular questions about the nature of language. What properties 
do all human languages have in common? How do languages differ, 
and to what extent are the differences systematic, i.e. can we find 
patterns in the differences? How do children acquire such complete 
knowledge of a language in such a short time? What are the ways in 
which languages can change over time, and are there limitations to 
how languages change? What is the nature of the cognitive 
processes that come into play when we produce and understand 
language? 

Definitions – The Nature and Scope of linguistics, 
Linguistics is a growing and interesting area of study, having a 

direct hearing on fields as diverse as education, anthropology, 
sociology, language teaching, cognitive psychology and 
philosophy. What is linguistics? Fundamentally, it is concerned 
with the nature of language and communication. 
 
Some of the definitions of linguistics are as under: 

1.                  ―Linguistics observes language in action as a means for 
determining how language has developed, how it functions today, 
and how it is currently evolving.‖ (G. Duffy) 

2.                  ―Linguistics is concerned with the nature of human 
language, how it is learned and what part it plays in the life of the 
individual and the community.‖ (S. Pit Corder) 
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3.                  ―Linguistics tries to answer two basic questions: 
a.      What is language? 
b.      How does language work.‖ (Jean Aitchison) 

4.                  ―The scientific study of human language is called 
linguistics‖. (Victoria A. Fromkin) 
Linguistics is the scientific study of language. By this we mean 
language in general, not a particular language. If we were concerned 
with studying an individual language, we would say ‗I‘m studying 
French... or English,‘ or whichever language we happen to be 
studying. But linguistics does not study an individual language, it 
studies ‗language‘ in general. That is, linguistics, according to 
Robins (1985): is concerned with human language as a universal 
and recognizable part of the human behaviour and of the human 
faculties, perhaps one of the most essential to human life as we 
know it, and one of the most far-reaching of human capabilities in 
relation to the whole span of mankind‘s achievements. 

Does this not sound a little abstract? It is, because there is no 
way of studying ‗language‘ without referring to and taking examples 
from particular languages. However, even while doing so, the 
emphasis of linguistics is different. Linguistics does not emphasise 
practical knowledge or mastery of a particular language. Linguists 
may know only one language, or may know several, or may even 
study a language they do not know at all. What they are trying to 
study are the ways in which language is organised to fulfil human 
needs, as a system of communication.  

Spoken language and speech communication 

In a normal speech communication situation, a speaker tries to 
exert an influence on a listener (or a group of listeners) by making 
him (or them) perceive, understand, feel or do something particular. 
The speaker guides the listener into doing this by exposing a 
linguistically structured speech behaviour, which operates together 
with non-verbal signals, various kinds of background knowledge 
that the speaker and the listener have, the listener's responses and 
other characteristics of the physical and social context in which the 
communicative activities are embedded. The various behavioral and 
information-processing operations involved in both the production 
and comprehension of speech are transient events which, in 
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addition, partially overlap and occur at very high rates. There is 
often a frequent exchange of turns (i.e. speaking vs listening turns) 
between the communicating parties. All in all, this brings about a 
very intricate and rapidly evolving social interaction between the 
parties. 

We can briefly state some of the most important features of speech 
communication in the following points: 

1. Speech is a dynamic, ephemeral behavior distributed in time; it 
proceeds continuously and its inherent dynamics, the changes at 
various levels, must be subject to on-line monitoring and analysis 
by both communicating parties; as one goes on, one can no longer 
observe that which was produced earlier. The products of the 
speaker's activities (behavioral movements and sound waves) fade 
rapidly over a period of time, and the same applies to the listener's 
activities. (I disregard here the fact that some types of "products" 
remain in short-term memory for certain limited periods of time.) 
This naturally leads to focusing on the dynamic behavior as such 
rather than on some persistent products (such as those in writing). 

2. Speech behavior has many features of continuous movements 
(rather than a chain of successive states). 

3. The whole interaction between speaker and listener is 

dependent on the situation (context) in many extremely important 
ways.  

First of all, the speaker's speech behavior is continuously 
accompanied and supplemented (occasionally contradicted) by 
various non-verbal signals, which means that the verbal message 

as such is often much less explicit than in writing; referents may 
be pointed to, interpretations may be made more precise and 
complex through gestures, facial expressions, tones of voice etc.  

After all, the use of an utterance in a normal situation involving 
face-to-face interaction is not an isolated speech act; it is part of a 

comprehensive communicative act which comprises the use of both 
verbal means (speech) and nonverbal means (gesticulation etc). 
The message is conveyed, or shown, in several ways 
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simultaneously, and the role played by spoken language cannot be 
properly understood without taking into consideration the whole 
communicative act.  

Secondly, both speaker and listener are normally physically 
present at the same place, and they normally have a considerable 

amount of background knowledge about each other, the things 
talked about etc. Parts of this knowledge may be shared by both 
interlocutors.  

Thirdly, the listener responds all the time (verbally and, perhaps 
most importantly, by non-verbal means),and this 

feedbackcontinuously influences the speaker's behavior. The 
speaker must produce his utterances quickly and readily, and the 
listener must respond just as rapidly, under the pressure of the 
emotive and social atmosphere of the face-to-face interaction.  

In short, these various features imply that dialogues, which are the 

typical application of speech, must be regarded as a complex social 
interplay between agents. 

4. Communication through speech is a resource available for all 
normally equipped human beings across different social groups 
and cultures. It is acquired under rather different conditions than 

writing. Its ontogenesis is part of the normal individual's primary 
socialization, which starts and largely develops in early childhood 
as an integrated element of habitual activities in everyday culture. 
To a large extent it then remains a feature of the private sphere of 
people's lives. Knowledge of one's spoken language is an 
inalienable element of one's knowledge of everyday culture (cf. 
Berger &Luckmann 1967). 

1. A written text and its components parts (letters, words, 

sentences, paragraphs etc) have the character of objects; they are 
persistent and static (atemporal) (spatially but not temporally 
organized). Considerable sections may be scanned (almost) 

simultaneously or at least repetitively (in principle as many times 
as required). (I disregard here the fact that the activities involved in 
reading are also dynamic and distributed in time, something which 
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must have consequences for the resulting comprehension.) Rapid, 
urgent responses are usually not necessary. 

2. The written text is made up of discrete symbols, i.e. letters (at 
least in print) and (graphic) words, and these are organized in 

certain regular spatial patterns (according to syntactic rules as 
well as various conventions of punctuation and paragraph 
division). (These symbols are the approximate counterparts of only 
some of the structural (i.e. segmental-phonological, grammatical, 
lexical) features of spoken language; the prosodic features and the 
non-verbal signals of the communicative acts in speech situations 
have almost no correspondence in writing). 

3. Unlike spoken utterances, a written text lacks an immediate 
context. Though it is true that a reader must, in order to properly 
understand a written text "place it in a wider context" (using 
various kinds of background knowledge, e.g. knowledge about the 
topics of the text, assumptions regarding the writer's intentions), a 
written text is - as a rule and in comparison with spoken 

utterances - relatively explicit (the absence of an immediate context 
must be compensated for, i.e., referents must be more fully 

described, arguments must be represented more extensively) and 
relatively autonomous or context-free (the text stands on its own 
feet to a much greater extent than spoken utterances in a 
dialogue, for which the sender's and the receiver's behavior, 
expectations, intentions etc are normally immediately relevant for 
the interpretation). In principle a written text can be decoded at 
any place, and the decoding can often be performed by a great 
number of different people.  

Furthermore, the medium of writing is adapted for a monologic 
function. Normally, the sender, the writing individual, works alone, 
and the same applies to the receiver. 

4. The acquisition of the ability to read and write is quite different 
from learning to speak and understand speech. Normally, a 
considerable amount of explicit instruction is needed, and the 
more skilled and erudite writers have usually gone through many 
years of rather intense training. Thus, the acquisition of written 

language belongs to the so-called secondary socialization, in which 
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school and other cultural institutions play a very important 
instrumental part. Schooling and education are unevenly 
distributed in most (all?) societies. Thus, while spoken language is 
largely every man's property, written language is the belonging of 
only rather few people. This circumstance forms the basis of the 
function of written language in social stratification (III.3). Written 
language is mainly used in the non-private life sphere, and, again 
unlike spoken language, it is not integrated with everyday 
knowledge and culture but is associated mostly with various kinds 
of abstract knowledge separate from the world of direct experience. 

When writing is taught, a number of more or less explicit norms or 
rules are referred to, and these norms will therefore be partly 
conscious to the language users. This in turn is related to stillother 
important properties of written language: 

a. written languageis more constrained by rules and conventions than 
spoken language, especially as regards its form. 

b) in general, there is less variation (i.e., less dialectal and 
idiolectal variation) and more invariance in written language, 
except perhaps in advanced literacy uses, especially poetry. 

c) the conditions under which written language is generally taught 
have promoted the quite common belief that (some variants of) 

written language represent(s) the grammatical" correct language, 
whereas many variants of spoken language are incorrect, defective, 
incoherent, ugly and/or rude. 

It must be admitted, of course, that the differences between spoken 
and written language are not always and everywhere very clear-cut. 
There are spoken genres, in which language is used very much as 
in certain written styles, and, conversely, writing can sometimes be 
deliberately used for mirroring certain speech styles. Moreover, 
historically, there must have existed transitory forms; how else 
could we explain the invention and development of written 
languages in cultures that were originally entirely oral in nature? 

More specifically, if we consider the fourth point of above, there are 
of course variations in normativity and ritualization in spoken 
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language too. In particular, there are often certain bound forms of 
speech, which are more conventionally constrained in form and 
content than normal spoken discourse. Such varieties are often 
used for the recital of orally downtraded myths, laws, proverbs, epic 
poems etc, and they seem to occur also in cultures which totally 
lack writing (e.g., certain Polynesian cultures). On the other hand, 
these varieties are among those which are liable to be written down 
at an early stage in those cultures where writing systems are indeed 
developed. 

Thus, we can say that certain features which we ascribe to 
written language have their natural counterparts in certain spoken 
genres. But I would still maintain that writing as such has had a 
profound influence on our thinking, since it always transforms the 
structure of language and gives prominence to certain features. 
This then creates a special type of background for the development 
of linguistic theory; a theory of written language cannot, and should 
not, be entirely identical with a corresponding theory of spoken 
language 

Idiolect 

An idiolect is a person‘s specific, unique way of speaking. Every one 

of us has his or her very own idiolect that differs from the way other 
people talk. 

A dialect is a version of a language spoken by a group of 
people. An idiolect is much smaller — it‘s the way a particular 
person speaks, at a specific time, as distinct from others. This word 
is mainly used by linguists when discussing differences in speech 
from one person to another. Like your fingerprint, your idiolect is 
unique. It‘s kind of like a micro-dialect. 

Definition 

An idiolect is the distinctive speech of an individual, 
considered as a linguistic pattern unique among speakers of his or 
her language or dialect. 
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The term idiolect--made up of the Greek idio (personal, private) + 
(dia)lect--was coined by linguist Bernard Bloch. 

diolect is an individual's distinctive and unique use of language, 
including speech. This unique usage encompasses vocabulary, 
grammar, and pronunciation. 

Idiolect is the variety of language unique to an individual. This 
differs from a dialect, a common set of linguistic characteristics 
shared among some group of people. 

he term dialect (from Latin dialectus, dialectos, from the ancient 
Greek word διάλεκτοςdiálektos, "discourse", from διάdiá, "through" 
and λέγωlegō, "I speak") is used in two distinct ways to refer to two 
different types of linguistic phenomena. 

One usage—the more common among linguists—refers to a variety 
of a language that is a characteristic of a particular group of the 
language's speakers.[1] The term is applied most often to regional 
speech patterns, but a dialect may also be defined by other factors, 
such as social class.[2] A dialect that is associated with a particular 
social class can be termed a sociolect, a dialect that is associated 
with a particular ethnic group can be termed as ethnolect, and a 
regional dialect may be termed a regiolect.[3] According to this 
definition, any variety of a language constitutes "a dialect", 
including any standard varieties. 

 

The other usage refers to a language that is socially 
subordinated to a regional or national standard language, often 
historically cognate or related to the standard language, but not 

actually derived from it.[4] In this sense, unlike in the first usage, the 
standard language would not itself be considered a "dialect," as it is 
the dominant language in a particular state or region, whether in 
terms of social or political status, official status, predominance or 
prevalence, or all of the above. Meanwhile, the "dialects" 
subordinate to the standard language are generally not variations 
on the standard language but rather separate (but often related) 
languages in and of themselves. For example, most of the various 
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regional Romancelanguages of Italy, often colloquially referred to as 

Italian "dialects," are, in fact, not actually derived from modern 
standard Italian, but rather evolved from Vulgar Latin separately 
and individually from one another and independently of standard 
Italian, long prior to the diffusion of a national standardized 
language throughout what is now Italy. These various Latin-derived 
regional languages are therefore, in a linguistic sense, not truly 
"dialects" of the standard Italian language, but are instead better 
defined as their own separate languages. Conversely, with the 
spread of standard Italian throughout Italy in the 20th century, 
various regional versions or varieties of standard Italian developed, 
generally as a mix of the national standard Italian with local 
regional languages and local accents. These variations on standard 
Italian, known as regional Italian, would more appropriately be 
called "dialects" in accordance with the first linguistic definition of 
"dialect," as they are in fact derived partially or mostly from 
standard Italian.  

A dialect is distinguished by its vocabulary, grammar, and 
pronunciation (phonology, including prosody). Where a distinction 
can be made only in terms of pronunciation (including prosody, or 

just prosody itself), the term accent may be preferred over dialect. 
Other types of speech varieties include jargons, which are 
characterized by differences in lexicon (vocabulary); slang; patois; 
pidgins; and argots. 

SELF TEST (MCQ)-PART-2 

1. What is the number of the branches of Indo-European family? 

(A) 10   (B) 5   (C) 8   (D) 6 

2. The universal language devised is 

(A) Standard English  (B) American English   (C) French  (D) Esperanto 

3. Norman conquest took place in the year 

(A) 1066 AD  (B) 1066 BC  (C) 1067 AD  (D) 1067 BC 

4. ---------------influence was dominated in Middle English 
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(A) Latin   (B) French  (C) Celtic  (D) English 

5. Basic English was designated by 

(A) C.K. Ogden  (B) Chaucer  (C) Donne  (D) Wyatt 

6. The study of meaning is called 

(A) Phonetics  (B) Semantics  (C) Dialects  (D) Allomorphs 

7. There are ---------------sounds in English 

(A) 44   (B) 46   (C) 42   (D) 45 

8. The study of internal structure of words is known as 

(A) Phonology  (B) Polysemy  (C) Morphology (D) Biology 

9. Dipthong is a 

(A) Combination of two consonants  (B) Combination of two vowels                

 (C) Combination of Two words  (D) Combination of two sounds 

10. According to Encyclopaeddia an educated person has to posses a vocabulary of ------------ 

words. 

(A) 30,000   (B) 25,000  (C) 35,000  (D) 20,000 

11. The term “Transformational Generative Grammar (TG) is associated with 

(A) C.K. Ogden (B) Noam Chomsky (C) A.C. Baugh (D) None of these 

12. Grimm‟s Law is 

(A) Vowel shift  (B) Consonant shift (C) Sound shift (D) Word shift 

13. How many recognized languages in 2000 B.C.? 

(A) 10   (B) 9   (C) 8   (D) 7 

14. Printing press was invented in the yeas --------------- by William Caxton  

(A) 1476   (B) 1474  (C) 1478  (D) 1470 

15. 1-mutation occurred in 

(A) Old English (B) Middle English (C) Anglo-Norman (D) Modern English 

16. The process, whereby a vowel is elided an the consonants on either side of it are run together, 

with the result that syllable is lost, is called. 

(A) Differentiation  (B) syncopation (C) Metanalysis (D) Telescoping 

17. ----------------refers to the variant of a language used by an individual. 

(A) Isoglass   (B) Idiolect  (C) Register  (D) Dialect 

18. “Competence” and “performance” are the terms coined by 
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(A) Wilga Rivers  (B) Bloomfield (C) Noam Chomsky (D) Saussure 

19. If we infer a thing rightly from an incomplete outline, it is called a process of 

(A) completion (B) Supplementation(C) complementation(D) Perfection 

20. The minimum unit of sound is known as  

(A) Morpheme  (B) Phoneme  (C) Consonant  (D) Vowel 

21. The minimum unit of a word is known as 

(A) Phoneme  (B) Morpheme (C) Allomorph  (D) Vowel 

22. There are ----------------- types of stress 

(A) Two   (B) Three  (C) Four  (D) Five 

23. Structural linguistics is associated with the name of 

(A) Noam Chomsky(B) David Crystal (C) Leonard Bloomfield (D) J.C. Nesfield 

24. „IC‟ means 

(A) Immediate concepts    (B) Immediate consonant                                                            

(C) Immediate constituents   (D) Immediate classification 

25. The scientific study of language is known as  

(A) Semiotics  (B) Phonetics  (C) Linguistics (D) Ethics 

26. „Syntactic Structures‟ was written by 

(A) Randolph Quirk  (B) David Crystal (C) Zandvoort(D) Noam Chomsky 

27. There are ---------------consonant sounds in English 

(A) 24   (B) 20   (C) 40   (D) 26 

28. There are ---------------vowel sounds in English 

(A) 10   (B) 5   (C) 20   (D) 15 

29. Under whose direction was the “Authorized version of the English Bible” made?  

(A) King Charles I (B) King Henry IV (C) King James I (D) King James II 

30. Dr. Samuel Johnson published “A dictionary of the English Language” in the year 

(A) 1765   (B) 1755  (C) 1775  (D) 1745 

31. The Anglo-Saxon period extends from 

(A) 500 A.D to 900 A.D  (B) 600 A.D to 1000 A.D  

(C) 600 A.D to 1100 A.D (D) 500 A.D. to 1200 A.D. 

32. The fundamental insights on which structuralism is based are those provided by 

(A) Jacques Derrida  (B) Mikhail Bhakthin     
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(C) Ferdinand de Saussure (D) Homi Bhabha 

33. The terms „langue‟, and „parole‟ are associated with  

(A) Post-Modernism (B) Surrealism(C) Structuralism (D) Post-Structuralism 

34. The Satem group does not constitute one of the following divisions of Indo-European family 

of languages. 

(A) The Indo-Iranian  (B) The Armenian(C) The Balto-Slavonic (D) The Teutonic 

35. The sound /h/is a 

(A) Velar sound  (B) Glottal sound (C) Palato-alveolar (D) Alveolar  

36. „Syntactic Structures‟ was published in  

(A) 1937   (B) 1947  (C) 1957  (D) 1967 

37. T.G. stands for 

(A) Transformation(B) Generative (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) None of these  

38. A grammar must generate only ------------ sentences 

(A)  Iinguistic  (B) Complex  (C) compound (D) Grammatical 

39. The rules of TG are ------------- rules 

(A) Rewrite   (B) Hard and fast (C) Iinguistic  (D) Formal 

40. the regional variation of a language is its 

(A) Dialect  (B) Idiolect  (C) Morpheme  (D) Phoneme 

41. Pure vowels are --------------- in number 

(A) 10   (B) 12   (C) 8   (D) 24 

42. Diphthongs are ----------------- in number 

(A) 8    (B) 10   (C) 12   (D) 20 

43. There are ------------------ nasal consonants 

(A) Two   (B) Three  (C) Four  (D) Five 

44. /l/ is a ------------- consonant 

(A) Nasal   (B) Iateral  (C) Plosive  (D) Fricative 

45. Language is a means of 

(A) Communication (B) Tele – Communication (C) Physical Expression  D) no 

46. Old English words have the final 

(A) -i    (B) -e   (C) -o   (D) –ee 

47. Which of the following is the agency for the press? 

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in



VIP  COACHING CENTER-PG TRB ENGLISH DHARMAPURI  -9600736379. 

 

vip2010trbenglish@gmail.com                                                        9994098972 Page 156 
 

(A) AIR   (B) VSNL  (C) TV   (D) UNI 

48. Which of the following does not belong to Indo-European family? 

(A) Latin   (B) Sanskrit  (C) English  (D) Tamil 

49. The standardization of spelling was attained with the advent of 

(A) Renaissance  (B) Reformation (C) Printing press (D) Shakespeare 

50. One of following words is formed through a process called meta analysis. 

(A) An apple (B) An orange  (C) A peach  (D) A berry 

51. Bernard shaw was greatly interested in the reform of  

(A) Grammar  (B) Syntax  (C) Dictionaries (D) spelling 

52. Which of the following dialects came to be recognized as literary standard in the old English 

period? 

(A) Northumbrian  (B) Mercian  (C) West Saxon (D) Kentish 

53. English belongs to the branch of Indo-Germanic family called 

(A) East Germanic  (B) West Germanic (C) North Germanic (D) Celtie 

54. Old English showed great affinities with 

(A) Modern Latin (B) Modern French (C) Modern German(D) Modern Greek 

55. F.T. Wood assigns the following dates for Old-English period 

(A) 800 to 1200 A.D (B) 600 to 1100 A.D     (C) 1100 to 1500 A.D   (D) 100 to 600 A.D. 

56. Standardization of spelling was attempted by 

(A) Dr. Johnson  (B) Milton  (C) Spenser  (D) Caxton 

57. Which two spellings are found acceptable by Henry Bradley? 

(A) French and Latin(B) Greek and Latin (C) English and French  (D) American and English 

58. The very popular technical innovation in teaching is 

(A) Science laboratory  (B) Language laboratory  

(C) Computer laboratory  (D) Technical laboratory 

59. The best approach in educational administration is 

(A) Democratic (B) Scientific (C) Sociological (D) Increased literacy rate 

60. “Voiced sounds” are those produced with vocal cords 

(A) In vibration (B) Not in vibration (C) Horizontal  (D) Vertical 

61. The vocal cords are situated in 

(A) Trachea  (B) Larynx   (C) Pharynx    (D) Mouth 
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62. “Strong stress” is also called 

(A) Secondary stress(B) Medium stress (C) Primary stress (D) Weak stress 

63. Over--------------French words were adopked in middle English period said by A.C. Baugh 

(A) 10,000   (B) 20,000  (C) 30,000  (D) 40,000 

64. In which early period English was pure and unmixed 

(A) Anglo-Slavic (B) Balfo-Slavic (C) Anglo-Saxon  (D) Indo Iranian 

65. Earliest inhabitants of Britain were 

(A) Hellenic  (B) Italic   (C) Germanic    (D) Celts 

66. Standard English began to blossoms in nearly  

(A) 14th century (B) 15th century  (C) 16th century (D) 17th century 

67. Ideas to lighten the effect of contrast  

(A) Antithesis (B) Sylecote (C) Hyperbole    (D) Onomatopia 

68. The time of the great vowel shift is often fixed in between the-------------- 

(A) Fifteenth and seventeenth century  (B) 15th and 16th  century                                                                   

(C) 17th and 18th century    (D) 16th and 17th century  

69. “Grimm‟s Law” was found out by -------------------- 

(A) Karl Verner  (B) Erasmus Rask (C) A.C. Baugh (D) F.T. Wood 

70. Old English period of------------ 

(A)  A period full of inflexions   (B) A period full of leveled inflexions  

(C) A period full of Lost inflexions  (D) None of the above 

71. Giles produced------------------specimens of accents  

(A) 15   (B) 16   (C) 13   (D) 14 

72. Mutation and gradation happened during -------------- period 

(A) Middle English(B) Morden English (C) Early Morden English (D) Old English 

73. Variations governed by the given context or the situation 

(A) Metanalysis  (B) Register  (C) Hyponymy (D) Syncopation 

74. Old English is described as --------------- 

(A) Armenian (B) Albanian  (C) Indo-Europeen  (D) Anglo Saxon 

75. America was discovered by Columbus in the year 

(A) 1592   (B) 1692  (C) 1492  (D) 1392 

76. The invention of printing by coxton in 
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(A) 1476   (B) 1376  (C) 1276  (D) 1576 

77. Several changes in the Phonological system of standard English came in   

(A) 1800   (B) 1700  (C) 1900  (D) 1600 

78. Word order was not fixed 

(A) Old English (B) Modern English (C) Middle English (D) Early modern English 

79. A word or words for giving sound effect for conveying the author‟s notion 

(A) Antithesis  (B) Onomatopia (C) Polygraph  (D) Homograph 

80. Treaty of Versailles 

(A) 1819   (B) 1719  (C) 1919  (D) 1619 

81. According to A.C. Baugh, over---------------French words adopted in to Middle English 

(A) 10   (B) 100  (C) 1000  (D) 10,000 

82. The force with which a syllable is pronounced  

(A) Stress  (B) Intonation  (C) Accent   (D) Prominence 

83. „Pandemonium‟ is a word coined by 

(A) Spenser  (B) Milton   (C) Dryden  (D) Goldsmith 

84. Find out the pattern of the sentence the crowd pushed and surged and rocked the gates 

(A) SVOC  (B) SVCA   (C) SVC  (D) SVAA 

85. When the bell rang, the girls who had passed the examinations were reading 

(A) ASV  (B) SVA   (C) SVC  (D) ASAA 

86. Mary ate her food greedily 

(A) SVOC  (B) SVCA   (C) SVOAA  (D) SVIODO 

87. Structural words get stressed 

(A) True  (B) False  (C) Partly true (D) None of the above 

88. When the stress is on the first syllable it is a 

(A) Adjective (B) Adverb   (C) Noun  (D) Preposition 

89. Words with weak prefixes are accented on the 

(A) Prefix  (B) Main word   (C) Root   (D) None 

90. The initiation of a pitch movement on a syllable is known as the 

(A) Breath group (B) Sense group(C) Tone group (D) Tonic syllable of a nucleus 

91. In incomplete utterances--------------------tone is used  

(A) Rising  (B) Falling   (C) Falling-Rising (D) None 
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92. In questions beginning with a question word--------------tone is used 

(A) Falling   (B) Rising   (C) Falling-rising  (D) None 

93. French gave place to English Language of world diplomacy in the year-------------- 

(A) 1819  (B) 1919   (C) 1719  (D) 1918 

94. /r/ is  sounded only when it is followed by a word beginning with a ---------------sound 

(A) Consonant (B) Vowel  (C) Both  (D) None 

95. Language of a region having its own special words and grammatical usage.   

 (A) idolect (B) dialect (C) reginal language (D) vernacular  

POST YOUR SELF TEST KEYS –PART-2 

 

VIP- 049                                                                              Id-125872713210 
 

PG-TRB-ENGLISH  
KJfiy Mrphpah; Njh;Tf;F kl;LNk 

njhFf;fg;gl;l  tpdh  tq;fp kw;Wk; tpilfs; cs;sJ 

,jd; njhlh;rpahf Njitg;gLNthh; 
Free Educational Psychology 

call and Enquiry (9600736379) 
 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

                    

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

                    

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 

                    

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 

                    

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 

                    

 of 23.

www.kalviexpress.in www.kalviexpress.in

Send Your Material &Question Answer Our Email ID -kalviexpress@gmail.com

www.kalviexpress.in




